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Editorial 


Dagenham disaster: London warning 

The election of a British National Party councillor in the 
Goresbrook ward of Dagenham, east London, with 52% 
of the vote in a by-election last month should be a 
warning to us all. While it is true that there are only a few 
areas in Britain where the BNP has real strength, its 
ambition is to break through as a national party that can 
achieve success anywhere. The disaster of the BNP 
victory in Dagenham will embolden the fascist 
organisation in its efforts to gain election elsewhere in 
the London area in particular. 

The BNP has had great difficulties in London but has 
been successful before. In some ways last month’s result 
was a homecoming for a strategy that saw its first victory 
in Tower Hamlets, east London, in 1993. Derek Beackon 
was elected to that council 11 years ago with the 
infamous “Rights for Whites” campaign. The slogans may 
sometimes change but the essential features of the BNP 
portraying itself as the only party standing up for “white” 
people and campaigning on basic local issues have not. 

The fact that the BNP failed to make its much vaunted 
national breakthrough in June seems to have led to 
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complacency in some quarters. The reality is that the 
defeat of the BNP then was a technical victory, not a 
political one. If it had not been for the many xenophobic 
votes that went to the United Kingdom Independence 
Party, we would be looking today at a BNP with 
representation in the European Parliament, the London 
Assembly and on many more councils. 

If there is a lesson to be learnt it is that in London anti- 
fascists must start gearing up for the borough elections 
of 2006. This means building campaigns that are centred 
around localised campaigning. It also means building up 
activists in the political parties on the ground in the areas 
where the BNP is a major threat. After all, for a BNP 
candidate to lose an election someone else must win. 

Liberals have been wringing their hands at the notion 


_ that the Home Office may bar BNP members from 


working as civil servants. In reality this will just be an 
extension of a policy that already applies to prison 
and police officers. Anyway, there is already a precedent 
for this. During the Second World War there was a ban 
on fascists holding certain jobs. The real question is, why 
was it ever lifted? ; 
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Disaster in Dag 


The Dagenham ward where the British National Party won a council by-election month 
was the most winnable in the country in the party’s estimation. Barking and Dagenham 
has long been a fertile area for fascist parties, with its sprawling council estates and 
the dominance of the Ford motor works. When the by-election was called the BNP put 
into operation the highly developed campaign strategy that had led to success in 
Broxbourne, Thurrock and Loughton, which included the use of scare tactics and blatant 
lies. Gerry Gable exposes the dirty tricks that won the BNP its latest councillor. 


he seeds of the political disaster that overtook 
democracy and the voters of Goresbrook in the 
east London borough of Barking and Dagenham 
on 16 September were sown long ago. 

Long before the formation of the present BNP, Oswald 
Mosley’s postwar organisation, Union Movement, chose 
the area to field one of its very few candidates. Through 
the 1970s the National Front, then the largest fascist 
party, stood in a number of local elections though with 
little success. 

What the NF did achieve was to act as a focus for racial 
violence, alongside the developing nazi music scene. 
This was when Joe Pearce, who came from the area, 
ran the NF’s youth movement in between two terms of 
imprisonment. 

After the collapse of the NF in the late 1970s several 
former NF members wormed their way into the local 
Conservative party and even onto the council, and the 
BNP started to move into the vacuum the NF had left on 
the extreme right. The appetite for violence remained. 
In one instance nazi thugs cut out the kidney of a North 
African passenger on a District Line tube train, and 
knifings became commonplace. Local pubs and other 
public places became no go areas for black and Asian 
people, as some still are today. 

In 1993 three BNP activists from Dagenham attacked 
a mixed race couple at a petrol station in Goodmayes. 
One of the victims was left for dead after the attackers 
stabbed him and ran him over in his own car, which they 
stole. Sentencing two of the armed robbers for five years 
and the ring leader to nine years six months. Lord Chief 
Justice Taylor said this was one of the worst cases of 
racist violence he had ever come across. The ringleader’s 
sentence included two years for a separate incident in 
which he smashed a glass in the face of a black man and 
six months for perverting the course of justice. 

David Copeland, the London bomber, lived in Barking 
and attended BNP meetings there in 1997 in the 
company of the BNP’s other bomber, Tony Lecomber. 

By far the largest employer in the area was the Ford 
motor plant in Dagenham. Most of its 40,000 employees 
lived on the surrounding council estates built from the 
1930s onwards. As the workforce became more 
multiracial during the 1960s and 1970s, neither the trade 
unions at the plant nor the locally very active 
Communist party did more than make token gestures to 
tackle the racism among large elements of the white 
workforce. This led to outbreaks of violence both within 
the plant and on the housing estates. 

Lecomber worked at Ford’s in the mid- 1980s before his 
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bombing conviction, and in 1993 Searchlight revealed 
that John Harrison, a TGWU shop steward for Ford’s 
security officers, was one of the three leading lights in the 
openly nazi League of St George. He also lived in 
Goresbrook. The union failed to tackle the problem. 

Only after the exposure of the existence of an all-white 
closed shop among Ford delivery drivers in the 1990s 
and the courage of one Asian worker to take a stand at 
an industrial tribunal against the company in 2000 did 
Ford’s try to halt this terrible state of affairs. 

The potential for the BNP at the ballot box became 
clear in a parliamentary by-election in 1994, when John 
Tyndall, then the leader of the BNP, took over 1,500 
votes, 7% of the total, in a constituency in which Labour 
won with a huge -majority. 

After Nick Griffin took over the BNP, the party started 
looking at the area more strategically. Griffin announced 
that what he called the Thames corridor, from the East 
End of London out to Southend, was to be one of the 
party’s prime targets. 

The BNP was already polling over 20% in some wards in 
Basildon where many residents are former East Enders. 
Dave King, a key local BNP activist, had been Beackon’s 
minder in Tower Hamlets and kept company with 
Combat 18, the nazi terror group, in its 1990s heyday. 

But the BNP’s first success came in Thurrock, home to 
many dockers who had moved out from Tower Hamlets 
and Newham, after the decline and closure of the 
London docks, to work in nearby Tilbury. In a by- 
election in September 2003 the BNP won a seat on the 
local council. 

Yet even in such fertile terrain the BNP could not win 
on its policies alone. This was probably the first time 
that the fascist party sprang a leaflet on voters that 
claimed the BNP had uncovered a secret deal between 
Hackney Council in east London, with its huge black 
population, high crime levels and failing schools, to 
move many of its residents to a new housing estate in 
Thurrock. And part of the cost of the exercise would 
come from local council tax payers. The BNP leaflet 
invited voters to take a trip to Hackney and see what is 
coming here. 

The story was a complete fabrication but it got 
Nicholas Geri elected. Less than a year later the BNP 
dumped him, as did the voters. The reason for BNP’s 
decision not to send in its activists was that it was now 
focusing attention on Loughton, where the party would 
win three out of the four seats on Epping Forest District 
Council that it contested in June this year. 

The big lie technique was deployed again, with a 








Clockwise from top right 


Second from left Bob Gertner, Croydon organiser. Fourth from left: James 
Sneadon, a southeast London organiser 


Lawrence Rustem, BNP candidate in the Village ward by-election, Dagenham 
Security team (in baseball caps),-who failed to catch our photographer 

Far right Richard Barnbrook 

BNP canvassers before setting out to leaflet part of the wrong ward 

James Sneadon (left) issues instructions to BNP canvassers 

The BNP in its new suit-and-tie image 
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leaflet claiming that the council had set aside houses in 
a named location for asylum seekers. After the election 
the council declared that the contents of the leaflet were 
totally untrue, but the damage had been done. 

The BNP focus now moved to Barking and Dagenham 
and the neighbouring borough of Havering, where the 
party identified a number of winnable seats. Support for 
the BNP and Combat 18 in Havering is well documented 
with a bad record of racial violence. Alan Bailey, a 
Havering resident, appeared on the BNP list in both the 
European and London Assembly elections in June just 
three months after he had been convicted of assault. 
The BNP has built an active branch which holds regular 
leafleting sessions and paper sales in Romford’s lively 
street market and shopping precincts. Joint meetings 
with members from Dagenham, Redbridge, Epping, 
Southend and Basildon have been well attended. 

In a council by-election in Rainham and Wennington 
on 15 July the BNP came third with 549 votes, 21.3% 
of the total, in a 28.5% voter turnout. The Labour 
winner polled 805 votes and the Conservative 776. 
Mark Blunden the BNP candidate lives in Harold Hill, 
scene of much racist violence and activity by Combat 18 
and the extreme nazi British Movement. 

On the same day the BNP made a_ foray 
into Dagenham in a by-election in Valence ward. 
The candidate was clearly not the BNP’s first choice but 
as the BNP has so few local members it was Lawrence 
Rustem with his Turkish origins who faced the voters. 

Labour and the other parties were shocked to see him 
come second to Labour with 576 votes against Labour's 
761. He had taken 31.5% of the poll on a 27.8% turnout. 
Many local people believe he would have won had it not 
been for his non-Anglo Saxon background and some 
real antipathy towards him within the BNP. 

The BNP’s on the ground intelligence had revealed 
that although Labour holds a huge majority on Barking 
and Dagenham council, the two Labour constituency 
branches have been at loggerheads with each other for a 
long time. Dagenham’s MP is the well liked and 
respected Jon Cruddas, who has strong links to the trade 
union movement, while Margaret Hodge, the MP for 
Barking, is a minister in Blair’s government. Last year 
her reputation was tarnished when she was appointed 
minister with responsibility for children and an old 
scandal resurfaced about a paedophile ring that preyed 
on youngsters in the care of Islington social services 
while she was leader of the council. 

Despite Hodge's majority of over 9,500 votes, the BNP 
smells blood and is intent on fighting all Barking and 
Dagenham council by-elections that come up in the 
run-up to the general election. Parts of the borough are 
among the most deprived in the country and there is a 
deep veneer of racism and resentment that runs 
through sections of the borough. 

The next opportunity came in Goresbrook ward, 
in Hodge's constituency, with a by-election on 16 
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September, 11 years to the day after Beackon’s victory in 
Tower Hamlets. The first problem for the BNP was to 
find a suitable candidate, because despite the high level 
of voting support, the party still has very few local 
members. The man chosen, 61-year-old Daniel Kelley, 
was apparently unknown in local political circles and 
moved around the ward on a pair of crutches, 
something that did not stop him going out with Richard 
Barnbrook, the BNP’s London organiser, to paint out 
graffiti on local walls in a vote-winning stunt. 

The BNP ordered all branches to cease normal 
activities, such as meetings, paper sales and leaflet 
drives, and send their activists to work for Kelley's 
election. Barnbrook was constantly on hand as was 
Eddy Butler, the party’s election strategist, and even 
Griffin put in at least two appearances. As a result the 
BNP was able to deploy five canvassers at the start of the 
campaign and over 40 near its end. 

In contrast Labour, unsupported by the party’s 
London region and left out in the cold by Unite Against 
Fascism, struggled to canvass voters. The other parties 
fared even worse. Even so, the Labour Party put out half 
a dozen different leaflets during the campaign, 
including an open letter from the candidate to voters 
revealing in detail the criminal nature of the BNP, while 
the Tories appear to have only issued one, containing 
some very unhelpful remarks about immigration. 

The BNP produced several issues of the Dagenham 
Patriot, which introduced the candidate and highlighted 
asylum, a key local issue. The main election leaflet was 
the fourth item of literature distributed, by which time 
most voters had registered that the BNP was standing 
and so those interested in the party were more likely 
to read it. 

The BNP also sought quickly to rebut any attacks. BNP 


no 


The Voice of Village ward 






Dagenham 
Patriot 


With asylum seekers pouring in... 


DAGENHAM NEEDS THE BNP 


A massive new housing development has been earmarked to be built between the 
Al13 and the Thames. The Labour Government has announced this plan with no 
opposition from our Labour Council (surprise, surprise). 















Why is there a need for these new houses? 
Have we all suddenly started to have larger families? No. 
Have all the people that got fed up with the state the country and emigrated to 
Spain suddenly decided to return home? No. 
Has half of Yorkshire and Scotland decided to live in London? No. ‘ 
We all know the real reason. The government has been deliberately allowing in 
hundreds of thousands of illegal immigrants, bogus asylum seekers and economic 
migrants. These new houses will not be for local people. 
Remember. Ifitis difficult now to: get a dentist; get registered with a GP; or get 
your child into a school, what will it be like in the future? If you are worried about 
congestion, rising crime, and rising council tax bills, then you have seen nothing yet. 


Under Labour: 

@Drug use has become rife and crime is out of control; 

@Council services have declined while council tax bills rise astronomically, 
@ We get second rate health care at King George hospital and local GP practices: 
@Ford, which used to employ thousands, has been allowed to decline; 
@1ocal post offices have been shut: 

®Labour gave you a lame-duck councillor who has been forced to resign. 
It is time to protest. Luckily you have the chance to do this as a by-election 
is to be held in Village ward on October 7th. 


Vote for Lawrence Rustem 
British National Party 








Dagenham 
Patriot 


In this issue we open our investigation into 
strange goings on in the local property market 


AFRICANS FOR ESSEX? 





Voice of Goresbrook 








Local residents have become alarmed 
at recent trends in the property sales 
market. Every year, increasing 
numbers of people move to outer 
Essex to get away from the mess that 
Labour have made of this area. 
Strangely, virtually all vacated 
properties are being bought by people 
from one particular community. 

It is believed that Labour-run 
Hackney have conspired with 
Labour-run Barking and Dagenham, to 
change the population of Dagenham 
to ensure safe Labour majorities in 
the future. To this end, it is widely believed that grants of up to £50,000 
are being made available for deposits to buy houses under a scheme known 
as ‘Africans for Essex’. 

It is certain that something distinctly fishy is going on and that Labour 
are up to their necks in it. We will never get the truth from Labour, but if 
elected Dan Kelley will get to the bottom of this scandal. With property 
prices at the level they are it is very difficult for our children to get on 
the property ladder. By voting for Dan Kelley you can send a message 
that you will not be treated as a second class citizen in your own country. 


Vote for Dan Kelley 
Dagenham Needs the BNP 
























members distributed at least two hysterical, if not 
illegal, leaflets under the name of the Pro-Democracy 
League in the last few days of the campaign, a BNP 
front group that has close links to the criminal nazi 
Redwatch operation. 

Then there were the lies, and this time one was not 
enough. BNP literature described a local tower block as 
“Kosovo Towers” and scared voters with images of 
“Africa in Dagenham” a repeat of the “Hackney in 
Thurrock” fiction. Within two days of Kelley’s election 
“Kosovo Towers” had been daubed with swastikas and 
racist graffiti. 

The coup de grace was when the BNP presented its 
canvassers with a Somali language leaflet under the 
imprint of the local NHS Primary Care Trust. Activists 
were instructed to call on any voters who had said on an 
earlier canvass that they would or might vote BNP 
especially elderly people and show it to them. They were 
to tell these voters that the BNP had been given secret 
information by a mole inside the NHS proving that 
Somali and other foreigners were to get preferential 
treatment from the NHS. Local white people would be 
pushed to the bottom of the lists. Confusingly, some of 
the BNP activists were left with the idea that the leaflet 
was a clever forgery based upon real material, when in 
fact it was a genuine leaflet, but did not say what the 
BNP claimed. 

The local outgoing Chief Executive of the council, 
whom Private Eye has nicknamed Graham “Club Class” 
Farrant, was reluctant to take the matter to the police 
and appeared to be influencing the Returning Officer to 
take the same view. The Labour Party reported it to the 
police who told Searchlight that the BNP had performed 
a similar trick in Rainham in July. 

A statement from the Primary Care Trust explained 
that the leaflet merely gave information about local 
services available to everyone and was one of a series of 
such leaflets in various languages. No one got 
preferential treatment. The police say that since BNP 
circulated the leaflet there have been at least two 


incidents involving people who thought the BNP’s 
claims were genuine and had caused rows at doctors’ 
surgeries or health centres. 

So far Councillor Kelley has shown himself to be 
completely lacklustre. He goes virtually nowhere 
without Barnbrook and is refusing to let the council 
publish his home address and telephone number so that 
Goresbrook residents can contact him. Like in many 
other parts of the country, voters might soon realise that 
electing a BNP councillor is a complete waste of time 

But like in many other places where voters have 
elected the BNP it should have been clear to the Labour 
council that treating local people like mushrooms — 
keeping them in the dark and feeding them dung about 
the problems the council has failed to solve — on top of 
central government's lack of vision on issues such as 
asylum, can only benefit the BNP. 

In parts of Goresbrook where the BNP did well, 
between a fifth and a quarter of the population is of 
black African origin, including refugees from war-torn 
Somalia and Robert Mugabe's oppressive regime in 
Zimbabwe. The British public is not heartless, but 
sensible dispersal is needed and above all a government 
that is honest with voters about these issues. 

On 9 October Rustem returns to fight yet another by- 
election in Village ward and the BNP has again issued a 
three-line whip to get its activists out, including a goon 
squad sporting Combat 18 style baseball caps. Already the 
lie machine is in operation on the door steps. 


Community unity halts BNP 


The BNP’s euphoria over Goresbrook was shattered a week 
later in Laindon Park, Basildon. The party was hoping to 
stride to victory after a series of council elections, when it 
topped 20% of the poll. Party strategists saw this as the 
next domino to topple in their Thames corridor campaign. 

But they were confronted by a broad-based coalition of 
anti-fascists, including activists from the Labour Party and 
left groups, with strong backing from the trade unions. 


‘Labour’s eastern region put in full-time workers to meet 


the BNP head-on. The Conservatives also fought a very 
active campaign. 

The BNP had made an enormous strategic error in 
allowing its candidate, Dave King, to be nominated by a 
former BNP candidate who once described himself as the 
“dear friend” of one of Britain’s worst paedophiles. 

The BNP activists at the count left with their heads down 
when they realised all was lost, deserting their despondent 
candidate. Reverting to form, they attacked an elderly man, 
kicking and punching him to the ground and spraying him 
with CS gas. Matt Single, who headed the BNP’s Eastern 
region list in the European elections, looked even more 
depressed as he was appearing at Southend Magistrates’ 
Court the following Tuesday. Anti-fascists fighting the BNP 
in Village ward, Dagenham would be wise to learn the 
lessons from this broad-based non-sectarian campaign 
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~ Warning bells ring 
out over London 











There was almost universal shock at the BNP victory in East London last 
month although for anyone who had followed the campaign it was not 
unexpected. But, argues Nick Lowles, it is now time for organising, 


not handwringing. 


he British National Party stormed to victory in a 

council by-election in the Barking and 

Dagenham ward of Goresbrook last month taking 

52% of the vote to Labour's 29%. It was the BNP’s 
best ever result and the first time it had secured over half 
of the vote in a borough council election. 

This is the first BNP victory in London since Beackon’s 
short and ineffective spell as a Tower Hamlets councillor 
in 1993-94. The BNP sees it as a significant breakthrough 
in the capital after ten years of underachievement. 

Searchlight knew from the start that this by-election 
would present a problem. Despite little BNP activity on 
the ground Barking and Dagenham has been electorally 
profitable for the far right for many years. The National 
Front polled well here in the 1970s, and in 1994 former 
BNP leader John Tyndall achieved 7% in the Dagenham 
parliamentary by-election. In the 2001 general election 
the BNP polled 6.4% in Barking and 4.99% in Dagenham 
despite not even having a functioning branch in either 
constituency. 

More recently, the BNP polled 14.8% across the 
borough in this year’s European elections. Only in 
Burnley and Stoke did it do better. With the UKIP’s 
21.1%, the combined right-wing vote came to 35.5%. 
Eleven of the BNP’s best 13 ward results across the 
capital in the London Assembly election were in Barking 
and Dagenham, with the BNP coming second to Labour 
in seven of these wards. And its best result of all in June 
was in Goresbrook. 

However, the BNP did not sit back and take victory 
for granted in Goresbrook. It ran, by its own admission, 
its most professional election campaign to date. The 
brainchild of Eddy Butler, the party’s national elections 
officer, it was coordinated with a sophisticated intensity 
that would have been the envy of any political party. 
Over the past 18 months Butler has masterminded BNP 
council victories in Broxbourne, Thurrock and Epping. 

Butler recognised that internal campaign failings had 
cost the party dozens of council seats in June. At a BNP 
Advisory Council meeting in late June, he outlined the 
shortcomings, including many that Searchlight had 
highlighted in our own election analysis. When the 
Goresbrook by-election was called, Butler immediately 
drew up his campaign timetable and organisers 
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from around the country were invited to come and 
oversee activities. 

The campaign was simple but effective. It was based 
on a model which had worked well in previous 
campaigns and could achieve results in one month in an 
area where the BNP had not previously done any work. 

A heavy emphasis was placed on canvassing, an 
element of election campaigning that fascists and anti- 
fascists alike often overlook. The canvassing fulfilled two 
functions. It made voters aware of the BNP presence, 
especially among those voters who traditionally ignore 
leaflets, and it also identified potential BNP voters. 
The BNP tried to sign up positives for postal votes 
although this proved largely unsuccessful. Butler also 
encouraged his canvassers to talk to probable BNP voters 
and issued advice on issues to discuss. This firmed up 
BNP support and made it more likely that these voters 
would turn out to vote. 

Positive and possible BNP supporters were revisited in 
the final week of the campaign and on the day were first 
given “Today’s the day” leaflets and then, from mid- 
afternoon onwards, were knocked up. 


A poor response 

In the immediate aftermath of the result there was a 
lot of handwringing from well-intentioned people. 
The London Labour Party, Ken Livingstone and Unite 
Against Fascism issued statements condemning the 
result. But the sad reality is that these groups failed to 
respond to the blatantly obvious BNP threat. 

The UAF issued a press statement which said: “This 
result shows that we cannot afford to be complacent in 
fighting the BNP. The only way to defeat the BNP is to 
mobilise the anti-BNP majority and ensure that they use 
their vote. We must redouble our efforts in campaigning 
against the BNP” 

But complacency is exactly what there was. Searchlight 
raised the Dagenham by-election at the UAF steering 
committee two weeks before the poll. The UAF full-time 
organiser showed no interest at all and organised 
nothing in the ward. 

The London Labour Party expressed its concern but no 
outside assistance was given to the local party fighting a 
rearguard campaign. This has to be compared to 


Basildon where the Eastern regional Labour Party 
provided activists and resources to the local party in its 
bid to see off the BNP in a by-election on 23 September. 
Deep divisions between the Barking and Dagenham 
Labour parties only intensified the problem and Barking 
MP Margaret Hodge failed to take a lead in the campaign. 

It is arguable that even if the Labour Party had 
received assistance the BNP still would have won the 
seat. That may be so but the result would have been a lot 
closer and this would have at least given some hope for 
the future. 

As it is we are looking at another possible BNP by- 
election gain in the neighbouring ward of Village in 
October. In the longer term the BNP will be hoping to 


build on this success in other by-elections across 
London and, more importantly, in the all-out London 
borough elections of 2006. 

It was easy to write off the BNP in the capital after 
it failed to secure a London Assembly seat in June. 
Even Tony Lecomber, the party's Group Development 
Officer (in charge of party branches), greeted the results 
with despair, believing that the party had blown its chance 
to break through in the capital. But the results did show 
growing support for the BNP in outer east and northeast 
London and the southern boundaries of the city. 

While Barking and Dagenham is clearly the main 
battleground for the BNP, it will also be hoping for 
success in Havering, Bexley, Croydon and Sutton. In all 








Eddy Butler 1993 
photo! David Hoffman 


The smartly turned out BNP official 
strutting the streets of Dagenham in 
recent weeks was more likely to be 
booted than suited a decade ago, as he 
roamed Tower Hamlets wielding a iron 
bar to smash open the head of a young 
anti-fascist schoolteacher. In those days 
Eddy Butler's closest associates 
included the thuggish Derek Beackon 
and Tony Lecomber, a convicted bomber 
with a taste for beating up teachers with 
his team of heavies. 

Even then Butler showed a talent for 
effective campaigning, with his coining 
of the BNP’s “Rights for Whites” 
slogan. At the same time he helped set 
up the BNP’s stewards’ group that was 
to become the nazi terror group 
Combat 18. 

When he lost control of the BNP 
heavy mob to C18,. he turned his 
attention to the ballot box and was 
appointed the BNP’s elections officer. 
He quickly achieved success, organising 
the election campaign that saw Beackon 
elected as the BNP’s first councillor in 
1993. A year later Butler and Lecomber, 








Eddy Butler: From street thug 
to skilled election strategist 


who later became the BNP’s national 
development officer, were in a bloody 
conflict with the nazi hard cases in C18 
who, after an anonymous pamphlet 
appeared attacking C18 and its leaders, 
accused Butler of betrayal and of not 
being a true national socialist but a Tory 
who viewed “most working class people 
as scum to be used”. 

During a C18 attack on Butler and 
Lecomber, Butler was slashed across the 
face. A C18 leader said he had intended 
to cut Butler’s tongue out. Butler moved 
from a council estate to a house in 
nearby Bow and then vanished off the 
BNP scene claiming that the cause was 
being betrayed by reformers. 

He was to turn up in the Bloomsbury 
Forum where extremist Tories joined with 
hardline nazis and fascists. An active 
member, he helped produce literature 
for them. 

Then around 2001 he quietly returned 
to the ranks of the BNP and Nick Griffin, 
the party’s new leader, soon reappointed 
him to his old job of running the BNP 
election machine. Indeed some people 
wonder if he ever really left the party. 

The BNP certainly did not make 
Butler’s appointment public, even to 
some of its followers. Then came a 
succession of very professional election 
campaigns that saw a series of 
victories in the South East: Broxbourne, 
Thurrock and Epping Forest, although 
his strategy had produced less success 
elsewhere in the country. In fact Butler, 
who lives in a leafy road in Loughton on 
the edge of Epping Forest, is a close 
neighbour of two of the three BNP 
councillors elected there in June. 

This victory was followed by a near 
miss in Valence ward, Dagenham in 
July, then came Goresbrook. 





He runs his team of activists with a 
rod of iron backed up by Lecomber and 
Griffin. His election campaigns are highly 
professional and planned to the last 
detail, with a strict timetable for delivery 
of each of a series of leaflets, door-to- 
door canvassing and attempts to get 
voters who have expressed support for 
the BNP to complete postal voting 
forms. Possible BNP voters are 
canvassed a second or even third time 
and visited on polling day itself. 

But his professionalism does not 
prevent him lying to voters in order to 
scare them into voting BNP. He clearly 
believes any tactic is acceptable in the 
pursuit of victory and frightening 
elderly people by pretending that 
refugees are getting preferential 
treatment from the health service is 
more effective than wielding an iron 
bar against teachers’ heads. 
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Ward 
breakdown 
of votes in 
the 2004 
London 
Assembly 
election 


these boroughs the combined BNP and UKIP vote would 
secure council victories. While it cannot be assumed that 
people who voted for the UKIP in the European elections 
would switch en masse to the BNP, the results in 
Goresbrook and other recent council by-elections do 
show UKIP support melting away in local politics. 

Anti-fascists, the Labour Party and the trade union 
movement need to begin to get organised. It took several 
council victories in the north of England for people to 
organise against the threat, but it did eventually happen. 
There is now a network of committed and active local 
groups, many willing to help each other out, a number 
of really experienced campaigners and tried and tested 
local strategies. Even the Labour Party, which has 
repeatedly been slow to recognise the BNP threat, can 
now run much more effective campaigns. The BNP has 
not won a council by-election in the north of England 
since January 2003. In this summer's all-out local 
elections the BNP only won 11 seats across the North 
West, Yorkshire and the West Midlands, well below 
its expectations, 

There are of course many different issues in the South 
East but lessons can and must be learnt, and be learnt 
quickly. The campaign for 2006 must start now. We cannot 
allow the BNP to win more council by-elections and build 
an unstoppable momentum for the borough elections. 

Local anti-BNP groups must be formed across the 
capital and they must be flexible and independent 
enough to respond to local issues and circumstances. 
It is also clear that merely shouting BNP is fascist is no 


Ward 
Goresbrook 
Alibon 
Mayesbrook 
Village 
Valence 
Parsloes 
Heath 

River 
Eastbrook 
Becontree 
Whalebone 
Thames 


BNP 

438 
407 
374 
363 
354 
334 
333 
350 
328 
286 
314 
282 


Other BNP threats 


Authority 
Havering 
Havering 
Havering 
Havering 
Sutton 
Hillingdon 
Lewisham 
Hillingdon 
Havering 
Hounslow 
Greenwich 
Croydon 


Ward 

Heaton 
Gooshays 

S Hornchurch 
Rainham & Wennington 
St Helier 
Charville 
Downham 
Yiewsley 

Elm Park 
Feltham North 
Eltham West 
New Addington 


BNP 

386 
420 
469 
397 
233 
365 
331 
285 
446 
251 
351 
225 


(16.3%) 
(17.0%) 
(15.8%) 
(14.8%) 
(13.3%) 
(13.8%) 
(14.1%) 
(13.5%) 
(13.9%) 
(12.8%) 
(14.5%) 
(13.8%) 


Barking and Dagenham 
Wards are listed in order of closeness of the BNP vote to that of the winning party 


(25.0%) 
(24.1%) 
(22.7%) 
(21.1%) 
(20.4%) 
(21.7%) 
(19.5%) 
(20.7%) 
(17.3%) 
(16.9%) 
(15.6%) 
(19.6%) 


longer enough. Local groups have to begin to mix it 
politically with the BNP. We need to answer its claims, 
expose its lies and above all prove to voters that people 
other than the BNP care about them. This can only be 
done locally and needs time. 

It is also important we start to understand why people 
are voting BNP and not simply pretend that they have 
been hoodwinked by a BNP they do not understand. 
The reality is that many people feel disempowered, 
resentful and ignored. While anti-fascists cannot 
remedy these issues directly we can certainly put 
pressure on those with real power to begin listening. 

The Labour Party needs to recognise the BNP threat in 
certain parts of the capital. It needs to understand that 
losing to the BNP is not the same as losing to the Lib 
Dems. The BNP is a cancer which, when given oxygen, 
spreads. It the process it corrodes civic society. 

The BNP understood the significance of this by- 
election and threw its full London resources into it. 
The anti-fascist movement and the Labour Party did not. 

Goresbrook must be a wake-up call for everyone 
opposed to the BNP. The 2006 campaign must start now 
and it has to be centred around localised campaigning 
and tackling the issues in those areas where the BNP is a 
major threat. City centre carnivals are completely 
irrelevant to the voters of outer east London. 

If we do not respond to this challenge swathes of outer 
east London council seats could fall to the BNP. If that 
happens the handwringers should be dismissed with 
the contempt they deserve. 


UKIP 
338 
391 
358 
346 
Sil. 
313 
334 
342 
371 
305 
355 
228 


Total vote 
1,754 
1,690 
de 6a! 
ster aly( 
1732 
1,538 
1,704 
1,692 
1,898 
1,692 
2,019 
1,442 


Winning party 

447 (25.5%) 
423 (25.0%) 
396 (24.0%) 
462 (26.9%) 
457 (26.4%) 
448 (29.1%) 
463 (27.2%) 
507 (30.0%) 
483 (28.2%) 
ATT (28.2%) 
Bd (2i.Sv0) 
502 (34.8%) 


Winning party 
552 (23.3%) 
602 (24.3%) 
hodea25.3%) 
660 (24.5%) 
407 (23.2%) 
697 (24.5%) 
611 (26.0%) 
544 (25.7%) 
888 (27.6%) 
( 
( 
( 


Total vote 
2,368 
2,476 
2,967 
2,689 
saa. 
2,637 
2,354 
Pearls) 
Spills) 
1,966 
2,422 
1,634 


520 (26.5%) 
713 (29.4%) 
A478 (29.3%) 


The results do not include postal votes which were counted on a borough-wide basis. 
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Tyndall lays out 





anti-Griffin manifesto 


By Nick Lowles 


ohn Tyndall has backed up his stated intent to 
challenge Nick Griffin for the leadership of the British 
National Party with an uncompromisingly hardline 
agenda. In his magazine Spearhead, the founder of 
the BNP and its leader until 1999 sets out his vision for an 
all-white Britain: the refusal to accept black people into 
BNP membership, an acceptance of nazi views among 
members and emphasis on the “imperialism of Zionism”. 

Publicly, Tyndall remains guarded over whether his 
challenge will come next year or in 2006 but challenge 
he will. The BNP constitution only allows a leadership 
contest to be called in June, with a September election. 
Any challenger would require the support of 100 paid-up 
party members. 

However, the recent launch of the Spearhead Support 
Group appears to be the beginning of a campaign strategy 
to extend his backing, initially among older hardliners, many 
of whom have walked out of the BNP in recent years in 
objection to Griffin’s policies, and then to win over the 
thousands of new members who hardly know of him. 

Tyndall claims that recent decisions by Griffin have forced 
his hand. Among them are the attempt to open up 
membership of the BNP to non-white people and the 
prioritisation of the European elections over the local 
government and London Assembly polls. “Mr. Griffin stands 
condemned, not for the party failing to win seats in Europe, 
but for targeting the impossible and wasting huge resources 
in so doing.” 

Of course, the reality is that Tyndall privately never 
accepted his own defeat in 1999 and has been plotting 
ever since. Griffin knows it and this was part of the rationale 
behind the unsuccessful attempt to expel Tyndall from the 
party last year. 

Tyndall’s programme, or “Articles of Faith” as he likes to 
describe it, presents no shocks. “I am pledged to maintain 
the BNP as a party of 100 per cent racial nationalism,” he 
writes. “That is to say that our aim must be an all-white 
Britain, with a population of British stock, varied only by the 
mingling of people of compatible and assimilable European 
ethnic groups. 

“This, it will not need stating, will involve a massive 
transfer of non-European populations to their ethnic 
homelands in the Third World. As far as possible, this 
should be achieved by negotiation, including the provision 
of generous financial aid and incentives to resettlement. 
This means that the process would start on a voluntary 
basis. However, it would be essential to hold in reserve the 
option of alternative means of resettlement, employing 
the force of law, should the first policy prove inadequate.” 

Little most BNP members, he has always seen the 
changing BNP voluntary repatriation policy as a cosmetic 
image trick rather than a true change of direction. “Contrary 
to what Mr. Griffin has claimed, | do not believe that the 
distinction between voluntary or obligatory repatriation is of 
concern to the average voter. My experience of doorstep 
canvassing certainly confirms me in this view.” 

He unsurprisingly refuses to countenance the admission 


of non-white people into party membership. 

While Tyndall goes out of his way to claim that the 
Griffinites have deliberately portrayed him as a political 
extremist, with repeated references to the old photos of him 
in nazi uniform, he says he will not proscribe privately held 
views that may be contrary to the party’s public image. 
In this he includes those “slogans, visual images or 
campaign tactics that connect the party with movements 
and ideologies rightly or wrongly considered alien by the 
majority of the British public”. 

Perhaps the most interesting insight into his hardline 
political beliefs lies in his objection to Griffin’s obsession 
with Islam. “If the Middle Eastern and Asian ethnic 
communities which have brought organised Islam to Britain 
are repatriated to their ethnic homelands, the problems 
posed to the country by Islam will disappear. Putting it 
another way, these problems are not primarily religious 
but racial.” 

More interestingly, he has another group that he would 
prefer to target. “Mr. Griffin claims that we are menaced by 
a militant Islamic imperialism. | content [sic] that by far the 
greatest menace is the imperialism of Zionism. | intend that 
in the future the BNP will focus its attention on this much 
more and on Islam much less.” 

Much of the rest of Tyndall's blueprint deals with the 
internal workings of the party. He objects to the 30-strong 
BNP payroll, arguing that it not only causes resentment 
among non-paid activists but also “fosters subservience — 
which | firmly believe is one of its purposes”. 

Tyndall ends the document with a call to arms. The BNP 
is on the verge of great things, if only it had effective 
leadership. After much deliberation and soul-searching, 
Tyndall has shyly concluded that he is the man for the job! 


John Tyndall, 
old BNP 
leader, old 
nazi policies 





Searchlight October 2004 11 


Unions take the 
(cyclo lamerclanlerelfcda 





against Redwatch 


By Steve Silver 


ritain’s trade unions will lead a campaign to shut 
down the nazi Redwatch website, which lists 
personal details of opponents of the British 
National Party and incites violence against 
them. At the TUC Congress in Brighton last month 
delegates voted for a motion that committed the TUC to 
press the government to act against the website and 
to support members who find themselves targeted by 
fascists via the internet. 

Chris Wilson, moving the motion on behalf of 
the Association of Teachers and Lecturers (ATL), told the 
conference that “the continued existence and operation 
of the Redwatch internet site is an affront to democracy”. 

He went on to explain: “At least one activist is 
identified from each of the 34 affiliated unions here 
represented, most General Secretaries are named, as 
are many ordinary lay reps whose only ‘crime’ is to 
resist racism; whose only ‘fault’ is to defend their 
members interests”. 

Rena Wood seconded the motion on behalf of Unison, 
which had tabled an amendment after the BBC 
programme The Secret Agent revealed in July that trade 
unionists were a target. Addressing the wider issue of 
racism, she said that black people were not a problem 
whose numbers need to be controlled. She then held up 


a copy of Searchlight - which every delegate had 
received in their conference packs — and called on them 
to get their branches affiliated. 


After Congress had passed the motion unanimously 


Mr Wilson explained to Searchlight that he had first 
became aware of Redwatch after receiving a copy of the 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight newsletter TUFS 
ecom News through his regional TUC, SERTUC, of which he is 


an executive member. 

Noting that a teacher’s car had been firebombed in 
Leeds he reported back to the ATL national executive, of 
which he is also a member. The union felt that the 
matter could not be allowed to rest and decided to put it 

ml before the TUC Congress. 
t he fi ht As a relatively new affiliate to the TUC the ATL felt it 
was important to raise an issue that went beyond the 
‘al basics of wages and conditions, as well as its other 
co ntinues motion to Congress which was on teaching practice. 
—— Mr Wilson explained that as a union with no political 
party affiliation the ATL was keen to move the motion as 
wwwestopthebnpecom the activities of the far right affect people across the 
political spectrum. “All trade unionists are their enemy 


and they make no differentiation’, he told Searchlight. 







eH ccm em gn 
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Fringe meeting — watching Redwatch 

The day after Congress passed the anti-Redwatch 
motion, the ATL organised a fringe meeting to give 
delegates more information about the campaign. 

Dr Mary Bousted, the ATL General Secretary, opened 
the 80-strong meeting by saying that fascist activity was 
directly relevant to her union as there is BNP activity 
outside schools and also BNP school governors. 

Chris Wilson, the ATL executive member who had 
moved the motion at Congress, read out a list of all the 
unions that appear on the Redwatch site. He explained 
that unions need to carry out “concrete acts” beyond 
passing a motion. 

Frances O’Grady, Deputy General Secretary of the 
TUC, said that the campaign against Redwatch was 
“a key and central issue for the whole trade union 
movement. The TUC is right to back the campaign to 
shut Redwatch down.” 

Maureen Foster, organiser of Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight, said that the Redwatch site was political 
intimidation and classic fascism. It was clear that “the 
kind of trade unionists who are targeted on this site are 
those who stood up against the BNP and stopped them 
making a breakthrough in the June elections”. 


TUC motion: Racism and 
the Redwatch site 


Congress, noting that the BBC documentary 
the Secret Agent revealed that the BNP 
target trade union officials and use the 
‘Redwatch’ internet site to intimidate anti- 
racist and anti-fascist campaigners, and 
bearing in mind the TUC’s “Unite Against 
Racism” campaign, calls upon the TUC 
General Council to: 


i) press the Home Secretary and other 
relevant authorities for the immediate 
closure of such sites; 


fully and immediately support any 
affiliate whose members risk 
intimidation as a consequence of far- 
right internet activity; 


ili) offer urgent advice and guidance to 


affiliates on this issue 


iv) continue to campaign against the BNP 
in local communities, through the 
regional TUCs and at national level in 
the run-up to the General Election; and 


campaign for legislation to enable 
unions to deny membership to those 
belonging to racist and fascist 
organisations. 
Congress, believing that the educational 
policies of far-right groups threaten the 
multi-cultural ethos of schools and 
colleges, agrees to focus on education as 
part of its ongoing campaign. 
Mover: Association of Teachers and 
Lecturers 
Seconder: Unison 


Supporter: National Union of Teachers 
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Affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

B A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

@ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

@ Special rates on training and educational materials. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 








Position 








Address 





Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) 
Email 


Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members 
£75; 50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members 
£150; more than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to 
Searchlight 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IGS ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 w Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com i www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Standing up against fascism 
National Unions affiliated to TUFS 


@ Accord @ FBU @ NUT 

@ ANSA @ IUHS @ POA 

@ AMICUS @ GMB @ PFA 

@ ASLEF @ GPMU m@ PCS 

= AMO m@ MU B T&G 

@ BFAWU @ NAPO @ TSSA 

@ BECTU @ NATFHE @ UNIFI 
m@ CWU @ NASUWT @ UCATT 
m@ CYWU @ NUM m@ USDAW 
@ Connect @ RMT lM UNISON 


Make sure your branch/region/national union is affiliated 
to TUFS and actively works against the fascists. 
For more information e-mail 
tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 








Racist 
murder 
in Wales 


By lan Titherington, 
Wales Friends of Searchlight 


is that the majority of the issues revolve around 

negative news stories. This is no different in Wales, 
where on 6 September a young man was brutally murdered 
in an anonymous alleyway in Swansea city centre. 

Kalan Karim was a 29-year-old refugee from Iraq, who 
had been living in Swansea after surviving torture in a 
Baghdad prison under Saddam's regime. After losing part of 
his leg in prison, he fled with his family to Wales and joined 
a small but close Kurdish Welsh community in Swansea. 
Karim spent two years studying English in Swansea College 
and was considered a shy, polite and handsome man by all 
who knew him. He was planning to return to his family in 
Iraq. As Searchlight went to press, Lee Mordecai, 26, from 
Swansea has been charged with Karim’s murder and two 
other men are being questioned. 

Such deeply depressing murders are rare in Wales, but 
we would be very naive to believe that Wales is any different 
from the rest of the UK in terms of levels of prejudice. | will 
always remember my recent visit to a Swansea block of 
flats draped in Union Jacks and Confederate flags, where 
we very rapidly delivered bilingual electoral leaflets labelling 


CO: of the major drawbacks of anti-fascist campaigning 


Swansea march and 
rally against racism 


Following the horrific racist murder of an lraqi-Kurd man 
in Swansea recently, Swansea Unite Against Racism is 
organising a march and rally on Saturday 9 October. 


Kalan Kawa Karim, a 29-year-old refugee, died after 
being attacked outside a pub on the Kingsway in the 
early hours of 6 September. 


The march will assemble at 11.00 am at the car park of 
the Swansea Guildhall. 


@ The march will proceed through the city ending in a 
rally at Castle Square at 12.00 noon featuring three 
keynote speakers. 


Bi The rally will finish at 1.00 pm. 


Supported by Wales TUC and Wales Friends of 
Searchlight. All Trades Unions and Trades Councils in 
Wales are encouraged to join us at this event. 
You are also encouraged to bring along any banners 
you may have. 
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the British National Party as racist scum. We didn’t stop 
to canvass! 

Of more concern was a full canvass of a West Wales town 
during a recent election campaign, where the third most 
significant issue raised on the doorstep was the threat of 
asylum seekers. The town in question had not a single 
asylum seeker and almost no minority ethnic community 
population — a clear win for propaganda over reality. 

On a more positive note, the recent Welsh council and 
European election results gave the fascist parties little to 
smile about. The BNP was the only fascist party that 
managed to find any candidates; its three paltry council 
candidates managing to finish last in their respective North 
East Wales wards. Notably, the BNP failed to find any 
council candidates for Caia Park in Wrexham, where an 
outbreak of violence last summer was wrongly labelled a 
race riot. And the 2.95% vote for the BNP in the European 
election in Wales was one of the lowest in the UK. 

The National Front fared even worse. They made a great 
deal of noise in the South Wales media, claiming they had 
significant support in the South, but apparently not enough 
to even fill in their candidate’s nomination papers! 

There are a variety of reasons why the BNP is still 
struggling to get a foothold in Wales. First of all, Wales has 
a long, established and proud history of immigration from 
all over the world and there has been a significant level of 
integration into the communities. Also, a party with “British” 
in its title and a Union Jack wrapped around its shoulders 
is not exactly the most appealing campaign image on this 
side of Offa’s Dyke. Finally, something that played a 
significant role in the recent elections was that the local 
media have ruthlessly exposed the racist underbelly of the 
BNP at every opportunity. 

The Welsh language will always be a sensitive political 
issue, in a nation that adjoins a country that speaks the 
world’s most dominant tongue. In recent years, people in 
the predominantly Welsh-speaking regions of the North and 
West have seen house prices spiral out of reach of their low 
incomes — only partly due to more affluent English families 
moving there. Cue the BNP with a comical claim that 
“these English are only moving in to escape those ‘ethnics’ 
in England.” So it’s the fault of those nasty “ethnics”. 
Fortunately, this ludicrous argument has fooled no one and 
| am delighted that the leading Welsh language pressure 
group Cymdeithas yr laith Gymraeg (the Welsh Language 
Society) is already working with Wales Friends of 
Searchlight to put the record straight. 

As someone born and bred in Swansea, | am proud of 
my home city’s reaction to the murder of Kalam Karim. 
There has been a universal display of anger at his death, 
hundreds of local people joined a silent vigil where he fell 
and a local fund has been established to fly his body home 
to his family in lraq. Yet it worries me that it takes such a 
dreadful incident to remind us of the ignorance and 
prejudice that exists in all our communities, however 
welcoming we claim to be. In terms of organising and 
campaigning, Wales Friends of Searchlight enjoys the luxury 
of a weak BNP a united political front of all major parties 
and a firm commitment from the trade union movement — 
an organisation that still carries great influence in Wales. 
Yet the underbelly of prejudice and potential of organised 
fascists exists here as much as anywhere else in the UK. 
And just like everywhere else, a drop in sales of the Daily 
Mail, Express and Sun, or a change in their editorial policy, 
would deny the BNP the headlines that feed their campaign 
of hate. 

@ Wales Friends of Searchlight can be contacted at 
Centre for Trade Union Studies, 182 Habershon Street, 
Splott, Cardiff. 








Racist attacks 


follow in wake of NF 


By Matthew Collins 


roadstairs in Kent, sandwiched between 
Margate and Ramsgate, is the home of the 
world-famous Folk Festival that carries 
the small but vibrant town’s name. It is also the 
home of the quintessential English coastal middle class, 
the educated and the bohemian. It must look like an 
idyllic dream to the thugs of the British National Party 
and the National Front who spent their summer 
evenings on the Isle of Thanet distributing their 
hate materials. 

From copies of BNP periodicals left in pubs and 
libraries, to the misspelled NF stickers along Margate’s 
sea front, which the NF has defiled on more than a few 
occasions over the past few years, racist activity has 
grown in Kent's coastal towns, particularly in Dover, 
the port of arrival for many asylum seekers. 

Residents of Broadstairs, however, never thought that 
their popular Indian restaurant would fall victim to the 
sort of mindless and inexplicable act that has become 
commonplace of late where the BNP and NF are active. 
Pages of the Koran smeared with excrement were posted 
through the letter box and stuck on the windows during 
a late night attack on the Spice Cottage restaurant. 

Further down the road, in St Peters, the same fate 
befell the Marla Tandoori during what appears to have 
been an orchestrated evening's activity. And staff at a 
takeaway in Ramsgate had to barricade themselves in 
when drunken youths stood outside shouting vile and 
racist abuse. 

Thanet’s new community liaison officer, PC Chris 
Potter, described the attacks as “worrying” but was at a 
loss to think of any reason why they should have 
happened. Perhaps he’s not only new, but wet behind 
the ears too. He sees no obvious connection between the 
attacks either, despite the straight road that links all 
three towns. 

PC Potter was planning to hold discussions with the 
owners of the restaurants to gauge the extent of 
the problem and find a way to combat racist crime and 
intimidation. He would do well to ignore the guidance of 
Superintendent Penny Martin of Thanet police. 
According to the Thanet Times Martin is of the opinion 
that “Muslim workers would find the desecration of 
the Koran more troubling than physical attacks”. 
There has been no confirmation that the victims were 
Muslims, either. 

Perhaps the police in Thanet should talk to other 
officers in the Kent Constabulary, in particular in 
Ashford (another port of entry for asylum seekers), 
where during a recent council election which the NF 
contested an Asian man was kicked to death by two 
white youths. Perhaps a good way to combat race hate 
would be for Kent police to keep an eye on the leading 
NF figures in their county. 

Of course Islamophobia is not illegal. It is not covered 
by the laws that prevent racial hatred. This is the cop-out 





used by the BNP when they feel like inducing a bit of 
“Paki bashing”, but the NF are either too thick or too 
careless to appreciate such subtle nuances when it 
comes to spreading racial hatred. We are waiting for 
the CPS to act on the leaflet the NF claims to have 
distributed in Oldham and Keighley last month. 

The NF has proven itself to be a vile nuisance in both 
south London and Peterborough. Its decision to move 
into what had until recently been prime territories of 
the BNP is a cause for concern. The BNP was certainly 
active behind the scenes in igniting the Bradford 
and Oldham riots and the increase in unlawful and 
inflammatory activity by the NF in BNP strongholds is 
unlikely to harm the BNP. 

The NF appears to be acting as willing and gullible 
foot soldiers in the race to reignite racial tensions in 
areas where the BNP has already claimed some minor 
electoral successes. More inflammatory leafleting 
sessions aided and abetted by disenchanted BNP 
members on the ground in Oldham, for instance, would 
do the BNP there no harm. The NF has proven quite 
incapable throughout its entire recent or past history of 
capitalising itself on the disharmony its nauseating 
activities create. 

Aberdeen’s primary school teachers recently binned an 
illiterate circular sent to them by the local NF organiser 
inviting children to attend their proposed St Andrew’s 
Day parade in the city. This writer has already made 
representations in conjunction with residents of 
Aberdeen that may, at worst, see the NF march in that 
city go ahead without any of the normal sectarian and 
racist baggage the NF takes with it. How many parents in 
Aberdeen would really fancy their kids spending time 
in the company of the notorious football hooligan 
Andy “Nightmare” Frain, who always seems to surround 
himself with youngsters at NF marches? 





Andy 
“Nightmare” 
Frain, typical 
example of 
the NF’s 
psychotic 
activists 
(centre) 
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NF leaflet 
which, like 
the BNP in 
Dagenham, 
uses lies to 
play on 
people’s 
fears 


OTE 


Spearhead, the long-running hate journal of the British 
National Party’s founder John Tyndall, announced over 
two pages in August that Tyndall will challenge for the 
BNP leadership. Supporting JT are the usual bunch of 
cronies, cranks and splitters from the far right who 
gathered in Leeds to be addressed by the legendary 
ex-lush Eddy Morrison, Peter Rushton and Tony 
Braithwaite, among others. Leeds is the base of 
Morrison's Spearhead group, a group of Tyndallites who 
have decided to back him in his mission. 

Indeed, Spearhead has no fewer than seven pages 
devoted to why JT is right for the top job and why Nick 
Griffin, his successor, is not. It starts on page four with 
the headline “A Stink In High Places” and continues 
with threats of legal wrangling and accusations of state- 
sponsored interference on behalf of the Griffin camp. 
Never mind the Tyndallites’ Harry Mullin who made 
admissions about working for the state himself, in a 
letter he sent to Searchlight last month. 

Overall it looks like there is a good old-fashioned row 
going on in the BNP and it looks to have superseded all 
the unusual political activity that fascists tend to prefer. 
Having fought and lost more council seats throughout 
July and August, the party is now caught up in a factional 
battle, something that Griffin and Tyndall both have vast 
experience of failing at. Griffin would do well to ask his 
party newspaper's editor, Martin Wingfield, how to win a 
factional war. When they both ran rival wings of the 
National Front in the early nineties, Wingfield simply 
went out and registered National Front Printers Limited 
in the names of himself and his cohorts. Griffin and co 
cited this as one of the reasons for throwing in the towel. 


Liverpool secrets 

An equally good place to gauge feeling in the far right is 
the Stormfront internet forum, which of late has been a 
battleground between supporters of the two factions. 
Griffin's former bodyguard issued veiled threats on the 
forum to a man he believed to be Rushton who was 
posting there. What caused particular annoyance, it 
would seem, was the disclosure of the security measures 
taken by Liverpool BNP in ensuring their branch 
meetings are not bugged. 

Just what does Liverpool BNP have to hide, you 
might ask? Perhaps we'll be able to read about it in 
the forthcoming biography by one of its leading lights, 
a book that would stand more chance of selling under 
the “organised crime” section than it would in the 
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Fat Matt is back... 





In his regular column Matthew Collins, a former 

TX? Searchlight mole inside the far right, gives his views on 
: the latest developments inside the British National Party 
and National Front. 


Tyndall kicks up a stin 


political section. A quick peak into the mindset of this 
particular animal is the link he left to a violent porn and 
bestiality internet site to support a thread he had 
started. This from a leading member of the party of law 
and order and good family values, too. 


NF exploits Peterborough tensions 

All this uncertainty is equally good news to the NE 
Still tiny and moronic, their love of controversial and 
rarely newsworthy stunts has seen them back in 
Peterborough protesting outside the court in support of 
Terry Blackham, their hooligan leader, who has been up 
on more charges. Peterborough was in the news in late 
August, when The Sunday Times printed extracts from a 
“leaked” government report citing Peterborough as 
representative of a growing number of places buckling 
under local resentment about an influx of asylum 
seekers and foreign workers. The report says there has 
been “a dramatic change in the atmosphere/ tensions in 






DON’T LET YOUR CHILD BECOM 
THE NEXT VICTIM OF 


ASIAN PAEDOPHILES 


Asians in this area are 
continuing to target white girls 
as young as twelve years of age 
to lure them into organised 
paedophile sex rings. 

Although this was first exposed m a 





recent Channel 4 documentary 
entitled ‘Edge of the city’ and 
despite the warnings the 


programme expressed, we have 
information this ts still contauing. 
The shocking truth is that these 





themselves trapped in a web of 
drugs, violence and intimidation 
that quickly takes hold. 
Unfortunately, this happens so 
quickly that the girls parents and 
guardians never notice the change 
until it's too late 

Too many people within the 
Asian community seem to be 
turning a blind eye to this 
problem and refuse to 
co-operate with the 
ae Pesca 





police. 
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young girls are being sexually BE VIGILANT! 
abused by young Asian males and 

informally passed around within LOOK OUT 

the extended Asian communities. FOR THE WARNING 
These young girls soon find SIGNS! 


» Asian men circling around in 


cars in a similar fashion to ke 
crawlers. Young girls hanging 
around on corners or sifting, 
wailing on walls along main 
roads. 


| * Children being offered car rie 


« Children being offered 
cigarettes, mobile phones, di\ 
or druds. 








the city that will threaten the harmony and racial accord 
in the city if action is not taken ...” It goes on to talk 
about growing resentment among the indigenous 
population at the influx of something like double the 
original 400 refugees planned for the city plus another 
4,000 migrant workers to boot. This has created “a 
situation within the area in danger of becoming critical”. 

So what has been done to ease these tensions? 
The government has just agreed a multi-million-pound 
grant to “ease” the crisis by building an “Asylum Support 
Centre”. With such stupidity going on, I’m sure we'll be 
seeing the likes of Blackham and his mates in and out of 
the Peterborough law courts a lot more often, and more 
and more young white kids following him there. 


Money down the drain 
Over in Scotland, where the NF has an unimpressive 26 
paid-up members, their organiser, Dave MacDonald, has 
been sending out the usual begging letter so common 
from that party, in the hope that his already hard-done-by 
members will cough up £1,600 so that the party can stand 
three candidates in Scotland at the next general election. 
Excitedly, MacDonald points out that if the party achieves 
5%, then its deposit is returned, not of course to the people 
who fork out the money, you understand. My maths are 
not brilliant, but there does not seem much chance of this 
happening, as £1,600 less three £500 deposits leaves only 
£100 for literature to be printed and distributed to the 
potential voters! No wonder MacDonald describes 
begging for money as the “hardest part” of his otherwise 
undoubtedly glorious life. 

The NF in Scotland recently fielded a candidate in a 
council election who polled a mere nine votes, after 12 
people supposedly signed the nomination form. 


What about the workers? 

Two months ago, at the suggestion of my publisher, 
I read The Likes of us — A History of the White Working 
Class by fellow south Londoner Michael Collins. 
Then, on the instruction of my editor, I wrote my first 
book review since taking my GCSEs. During the process 
of articulating my admiration for the timely subject 
matter as well as some minor irritations, I got hot under 
the collar and found myself recalling the very deep sense 
of isolation that affected my very early political thoughts 
and ideas, way back in the days when I used to end up 
covered in my own blood and piss on NF and BNP 
demonstrations and pickets. 

Part of this anger stemmed from a review of the book 
in The Guardian by Mike Phillips, brother of Trevor, 
himself the author of a history of the black British. 
Phillips dismissed the notion of a white working class as 
Mosley-speak and the very notion that such a group 
should exist and feel isolated and ignored as “Rivers of 
Crud” (a play on the title of the late Tory MP Enoch 
Powell’s infamous racist speech). 

This issue of defining and recognising the voice of the 
white working class is not, however, easily dismissed. 
The debate about white people, Britishness and whither 
now for the tribes that make up the land and the changing 
landscape is ultimately the most important issue in 
fighting racism and fascism. What part should they play, 
where do they fit in? 

The BNP and the NEF expose and try to cash in on what 
some people rightly or wrongly see as inequalities, or as 
the Tories claim, “PC Madness”. We have to play on the 
same football field as the fascists, we have to be there 
with the solutions, the truths and the answers to the 
800,000 or more people who voted BNP back in June. 
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populist 
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obert Kilroy-Silk, the celebrity face of the UK 
Independence Party (UKIP), has called for a 
cap of 100,000 a year on immigration into 
Britain. He also pledged that, should his party 
ever come to power, it would withdraw from 
the 1951 Geneva Convention on Refugees. 

Ina speech at the party’s annual dinner in London on 
11 September, the East Midlands MEP made clear that 
his ambitions for the party go far beyond the European 
issue alone by cynically targeting the politically 
contentious issue of immigration. 

It also highlights a shift to a more personality-driven 
party, not dissimilar to some of Europe's right-wing 
populist parties that are centred around charismatic 
figures. While politically different, the UKIP could well 
be hoping to achieve the same effect that Jorg Haider 
and Pim Fortuyn had upon their respective parties in 
terms of widening popular appeal. 

The UKIP is an ostensibly single-issue party built on a 
contradiction: it advocates withdrawal from the EU, but 
its main success comes from sitting in the EU Parliament 
in Brussels. In June the UKIP secured 2,650,768 votes and 
came away with 12 MEPs. This was a significant rise in 
support compared to the 1999 European elections, 
where it achieved three MEPs. This time around the UKIP 
pushed the Liberal Democrats into fourth place and 
consolidated its position as Britain’s main voice of 
opposition to European integration. 

But the question of Europe aside, the UKIP still has a 
problem establishing its relevance on domestic issues. 
The party is now keen not to be seen as one-trick ponies 
whose stance has little application to the practical day- 
to-day problems affecting Britain. 

The UKIP believes that the issues of European 
integration, and asylum and immigration need not exist 
in isolation but can be intertwined in order to exploit 
sensitive areas that dominate the populist press. If there 
are two bones of contention that a party can use to set 
itself up as a voice of opposition against Labour, they are 
Europe and immigration. 

While the UKIP has always made clear that it strongly 
opposes further immigration and that, in its view, 
“Britain is full”, this has always been a sideline rather 
than occupying the centre of its politics. But the UKIP’s 
terrain is shifting. Never before has it made such strong 
pronouncements on asylum and immigration as Kilroy- 
Silk made last month, and then announced the new 
policy as a press release to stoke up controversy. 

Strongly chastising Tony Blair and New Labour, Kilroy- 
Silk told UKIP members, “Just as it has lied about Europe 
and weapons of mass destruction, so the government 
has constantly misled us about immigration and asylum. 
It has never been honest about the numbers entering the 
country but, on the evidence of the whistleblowers, has 
constantly sought to minimise the figures.” 

Voicing his populist ambitions, he added, “Nor has 
it ever consulted the British people about the number 
of people from abroad that should be allowed to 
settle here. 





“We have not been asked if we are prepared to have 
the nature of our neighbourhoods changed forever. 
We have not been asked if we are prepared to see our 
schools in some areas overwhelmed by those who 
cannot speak English. We were not asked if we were 
prepared to see our health and social services put under 
strain. As the polls show, people feel that they are losing 
their culture.” 

Playing heavily on fear, Kilroy-Silk tried to stoke up a 
moral panic, referring to clashes in “towns like 
Peterborough’, which he put down to “increased 
immigration’. 

Bandying about spurious statistics, he claimed that 
polls “show that 80% of the people, including 52% of the 
ethnic minorities, want to see tougher immigration 
controls”. Many of the figures he cited 
came from the pressure group 
Migration Watch UK, which has been 
shown to be selective. Its figures are 
often extrapolations of available 
statistics rather than fact. f 

While Kilroy-Silk adamantly 
denied that the UKIP is racist, 
there can be no doubt that he is 
hoping to exploit tensions in this 
country by playing the race card, 
via the issue of immigration. 
“We believe that fair and effective 
control of immigration is not only 
what the people of Britain want, 
but that it would also be good for 
race relations’, he declared. 

In a manner not 
dissimilar to the 
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migration fears 


British National Party and other right-wing anti- 

immigration parties, Kilroy-Silk attempts to portray his 

views as not contentious in themselves, but as part of 

the battle against a perceived over-emphasis on political 
; correctness. “We will not be intimidated from expressing 
legitimate anxieties about immigration by fear of being 
labelled ‘racist’ by the ignorant. We will not be deterred 
from airing real grievances by being smeared 
‘xenophobic’.” 

Kilroy-Silk is no stranger to hitting the headlines for 
the wrong reasons. Early this year he sparked 
controversy over an inflammatory Sunday Express 
column that condemned the Arab people as “limb- 
amputators and women repressors”. The furore led to 
the BBC suspending his daytime chat show and he 
resigned shortly afterwards. 

The Crown Prosecution Service launched an investiga- 
tion with a view to pressing charges but announced at 
the end of July that it could not establish that Kilroy-Silk 
had intended to stir up racial hatred. It did however add 
that the article, entitled “We Owe Arabs Nothing”, was 
insulting and abusive to Arab people. 

Kilroy-Silk remained unrepentant but insisted that he 
was not racist. 

With no day job left to go to, Kilroy-Silk re-entered the 
political arena, having served as a Labour MP in the 1980s. 
This time he was attracted to the UKIP becoming the 
figurehead in its campaign for the June elections, in which 
he won an East Midlands seat in the European Parliament. 

While the UKIP’s success in June hit many parties 
hard, its effect on the BNP was more than evident. 
There can be no doubt that had the UKIP not done so 
well, the BNP might have won seats in Europe. 

The UKIP and the BNP ostensibly present very 
different faces but are trying to occupy similar 
ground in order to steal protest votes from 
one another. The European Parliament is a 
hated institutions for both parties, yet both 
covet seats in Brussels. Earlier this year 
the BNP realised that its success in this 
area was dependent upon UKIP weakness. 
This explains the BNP’s prolonged smear 
campaign aimed at discrediting the UKIP 
in any way possible. At the beginning of 
the year, the BNP said, “we must work 
non-stop to make sure that we are seen as 
the only true and credible anti-EU 
political party”. 
We are now seeing the flip side of this. 
The BNP has had no success in stealing 
the anti-EU crown from the UKIP. 
But the UKIP has found that it now 
needs an extra edge to broaden its 
appeal and have any impact on issues 
at home that are prominent in the 
concerns of the electorate. If it cannot 
address problems such as asylum and 

immigration, there will always be a 

section of its potential voters who 
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will go elsewhere to voice a protest against the 
government. To pre-empt this, the UKIP is moving 
closer to the BNP’s terrain by adding a new focus to 
its agenda, the always contentious question of 
immigration. 

Rather cleverly, the UKIP has found a way to link 
immigration and European integration by focusing 
upon numbers of people entering Britain from the 
new member states that joined the EU in May. In fact, 
while the UKIP started off purely as a single issue anti- 
EU party, it now claims that immigration was its 
underlying concern all along: “The UKIP MEPs 
were the only ones alive to the potential influx. 
They predicted there would be a massive increase in 
immigration and so, unlike the Tory Party, which 
supported the enlargement of the EU, the three UKIP 
voted against,” Kilroy-Silk told the party dinner. 

Kilroy-Silk is also adamant that whatever is to be 
done about the perceived immigration crisis, “it won't 
be done by Labour ... And it won't be done by 
the Tories, either ... So, it’s left to UKIP to come up 
with sensible, firm and fair immigration policies.” 
This assertion indicates all too well the direction in 
which the UKIP may be heading with Kilroy-Silk as 
its figurehead. 

The UKIP’s upper limit of 100,000 new immigrants a 
year “approximates to the immigration figure of 1987,” 
Kilroy-Silk explained. A hardline BNP style approach is 
advocated. “We must toughen our stance on bogus 
asylum seekers”, he went on. “To do this, we must 
regain control of our own procedures.” Shockingly, 
Kilroy-Silk states, “This will require us to withdraw from 
the outdated UN Convention on Refugees of 1951 ... 
Withdrawal is a simple process ... We will do it without 
delay. We shall still admit genuine refugees, of course, 
but we will be back in control of such matters as 
deportation and the laws concerning asylum seekers.” 

The Geneva Convention was established to ensure 
that refugees are treated in a humane manner. It has 
become a symbol of human rights and fairness in a 
world torn apart by war and genocide. To proclaim that 
the UKIP would remove the UK from its obligations, and 
thereby its ethos and spirit, is evidence that the party is 
becoming increasingly hardline and right-wing in order 
to appeal to a certain element of the electorate. 

This must be taken as a worrying sign, particularly 
given the number of MEPs that the UKIP now has and 
the fact that it has made some hardline alliances 
among other eurosceptic parties in Brussels. A shift 
is taking place in order to alter the public’s perception 
of the UKIP as a single issue campaigning party 
to one that embraces right-wing populist ideals. 
Unfortunately, touting publicity also entails exploiting 
an already sensitive and explosive issue that has borne 
most of the brunt as a catch-all explanation for most of 
Britain’s problems, whatever they may be. If the UKIP 
continues to play heavily on asylum and immigration, 
it will be guilty of exacerbating rather than easing 
current tensions. 
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NOW AVAILABLE: Required reading into the 
nature and the culture of fascist insignia, 
words and fashion, Signs of Hate is aimed 
at people who work within the community, 

particular with young people, who may be 
otherwise unaware of the influences 
affecting the behaviour of the youngsters 
in their trust. Signs of Hate exposes the 
mythology, secret code words and other 
signs of hate that can influence young 
minds and lead into racist violence. 


“Required Reading”. 
The Times, 30 January 2004. 


£15 (inc post) to organisations. 
Not available to individuals. 


Cheques payable to Searchlight 
Information Services. 


Signs of Hate is a publication by ' : 


Operation Wedge in partnership with the 
Association of London Government. 
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Hooligan group 


aims to boot out | 
islamic terrorism 


By Nick Lowles 
Aes grouping of football hooligans is directing its 





attention at Islamic fundamentalists. The United 
ritish Alliance, formed in spring, is becoming 
increasingly visible at demonstrations and pickets 
across London, often mobilising as many as 50 or 
60 followers. 

The UBA claims to be patriot but not racist and 
has found support in London and the Midlands. 
Hooligans linked with Derby, Birmingham, Wolves and 
West Bromwich Albion have all been on UBA events. 

The UBA website claims it is “a group of like-minded 
people of all colours and creeds who have a strong 
patriotic commitment to their country. We are not a 
racist group and nor do we condone it, we are not 
looking to rid the country of non-whites as we believe 
you can live here no matter what colour your skin. 
What we are concerned about is the growth of Islamic 
extremists who line our streets and support the actions 
of Al Qaeda and others. We believe that these people 
should not be allowed to live in the country that they 
wish to target and we would like to see the British 
government take action and remove these people 
immediately, and take measures to keep them out of the 
country. We do not wish to see Muslims removed and 
feel that all law-abiding citizens no matter what their 
religion are welcome on these shores.” 

As well as setting up a website, the UBA’s organisers 
have printed leaflets and even made UBA flags for 
their activities. 

A posting on one hooligan website called for support. “If 
you are a NON-RACIST British Patriot, we welcome you.” 

At a protest in Trafalgar Square in summer, the 
presence of at least one black hooligan in the 50-strong 
UBA group created considerable animosity towards it 
from a similar sized group of National Front supporters. 

More recently, the UBA held a picket of a hotel in 
Stratford where followers of the Islamic fundamentalist 
and pro-terrorist group al-Muhajiroun were gathered to 
“commemorate” September 11. The UBA contingent 
included an Asian hooligan waving a Union Jack flag. 

The formation of the UBA is the latest evidence of a 
shift in attitudes among football hooligans in this country. 
For many years opposition to the IRA and support for 
loyalism formed a bond among most hooligan gangs. 
Now that the violence in Northern Ireland has decreased 
the hooligans have found a new enemy in the emergence 
of Islamic extremism and terrorism. 

In many cases this Islamophobia has manifested itself 
in direct support for the BNP and joining pro- 
BNP/Combat 18 violent activities, such as in Oldham 
in 2001. Then, under the leadership of Oldham’s Fine 
Young Casuals and Combat 18, football hooligans from 
several firms joined together in an attempt to “fight” the 
town’s Asians. 

Football hooligans, often with an anti-Asian agenda, 
have become a growing presence at cricket grounds in 
recent years. This is especially the case at Headingley, 
where Leeds United hooligans are a common sight, and 
Old Trafford in Manchester. 
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BNP thugs banned 

Several Blackburn BNP activists have been banned from 
every football ground in the country for two years after a 
court accepted that they had been involved in football 
hooliganism. 

Paul Scott, better known on the hooligan scene as 
Andrew Wells, and Sean Flaherty were among 15 men 
who received the bans at Blackburn Magistrates’ Court 
last month. Police had been hoping to have the bans in 
place before the European Championships in Portugal 
but a district judge decided that the defence had not 
been given adequate time to prepare their case. 

Wells and Flaherty are key activists in the Blackburn 
BNP branch. Wells is also linked to several prominent 
drug dealers in the area, including Mark Elliot. 
Last season he was often in the company of Oldham C18 
and BNP activists Martin Fielding and Andy Rhodes. 





Bradford magistrate is BNP member 
William Stanley, a magistrate for 13 years in Bradford, is a 
BNP member, Bradford North MP Terry Rooney told the 
House of Commons last month. Calling for an early debate 
on the selection procedure for magistrates, Rooney said 
“it is imperative that we maintain impartiality and non- 
discrimination?” 

Commons leader Peter Hain replied: “Clearly, my 
honourable friend has drawn a worrying episode to the 
House’s attention. 

“| do not think that members of the British National Party 
are fit to stand in any public position, as their racism and 
neo-nazism makes them unfit for office.” 

Stanley has denied that he has anything to do with the 
BNP. A spokesperson for the Department for Constitutional 
Affairs, which overseas magistrates’ courts, said “we are 
trying to establish the facts and are obtaining legal advice 
on how to deal with the allegations made”. 


WNP leaflet sparks fury 

Residents in Ballymena from across the religious divide 
have reacted with outrage to the latest White Nationalist 
Party leaflet delivered in the area. 

The leaflet used an image of Ulster soldiers at the 
Somme battlefield with the caption: “They didn’t die for 
a multi-racial Ulster”. 

The battle of the Somme was one of the most 
devastating of the First World War with more than 
10,000 casualties in the first hours, many of them Irish. 

Ballymena Alliance representative Jayne Dunlop said: 
“These notices are designed to strike fear into ethnic 
minority groups; it is very cynical the way this group is 
distorting history for their own twisted end. 

“It is up to all people in Ballymena to make sure 
that all people from ethnic minorities feel welcome in 
the town.” 

Fraser Agnew, a politician and military historian who 
visits the Somme every year, said: “These people are 
fascists and the brave soldiers who gave their lives at the 
Somme stood for everything that these extremists do not. 

“Racial tensions have already been heightened 
enough in Ulster with a series of horrible racist attacks 
and this sort of thing only serves to heighten them 
even further.” 

The White Nationalist Party has been actively 
recruiting members in Ballymena for some time. 


Searchlight October 2004 21 


Nazi parties 
turn popular 
resentment 
into votes 


By Graeme Atkinson in Berlin 


Top NPD nazi Holger 
Apfel hails his party's 
entry into Saxony’s 
regional parliament 
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THE NAZI National Democratic Party of Germany (NPD), 
the party the German government tried unsuccessfully to 
outlaw last year, has made a major electoral breakthrough 
in Saxony. Crashing through the 5% threshold needed to 
win seats, it polled 9.2% in regional elections on 19 
September, giving it 12 seats in the 126-seat parliament in 
Dresden. The vote for the fascists in eastern Germany’s 
biggest state was a shock for the mainstream Christian 
Democrats (CDU) and Social Democrats (SPD), both of 
which saw their own vote fall. 

Presenting itself as a radical party of anti-system 
protest with such slogans as “German money for 
German interests’, the NPD cashed in on the deep 
resentment that voters feel towards Gerhard Schréder’s 
federal SPD-Green coalition government and its 
programme of economic reforms. For the SPD, the 
Saxony result was little short of an embarrassment. 
The party won a pitiful 9.8%, only 0.6% more than the 
nazis. But the main loser was CDU, which dropped 
almost 16% and lost its absolute majority. 

Commenting on his party’s success, the NPD’s 
lead candidate Holger Apfel said it was “a great day 
for Germans who still want to be Germans”. Apfel is 
often to be seen at demonstrations commemorating 
Hitler's deputy Rudolf Hess and is an associate of the 
British National Party. When Apfel went into a studio 
to boast of his success on television, candidates of all 
the other parties walked out rather than share a 
platform with a nazi. 

Paul Spiegel, the head of Germany’s 100,000-strong 
Jewish community, has urged caution in evaluating the 
NPD vote, pointing out that the result “should not be 
over-dramatised”, but at the same time making it clear 
that “a party that makes antisemitic and xenophobic 
propaganda does not belong in any parliament”. 

The NPD was founded in 1964 and in the 1960s held 
seats in seven west Germany regional parliaments. 
Membership has increased from 3,500 in 1996 to around 
5,000 today. Its previous biggest regional vote was in 1968 
when it polled 9.8% in Baden-Wiirttemberg. In elections 
to the federal parliament the NPD has generally fared 
miserably, most recently in 2002 when it scored 0.4%. 

In the past five years the NPD has raised its profile 
by organising itself on a more professional basis and by 
working assiduously to sink roots in local communities 
hit by the worsening economic climate. 

The NPD can be legitimately characterised as a 
successor organisation to Hitlers NSDAP and is 


associated with violent and terrorist activities against 
asylum seekers and political opponents. For example, 
Uwe Leichsenring, an NPD campaign organiser in 
Saxony, was involved with the Skinheads Saxon 
Switzerland (SSS) an organisation banned two years ago 
after it was discovered to be hoarding illegal arms and 
proved responsible for violence against immigrants. 

It was because of its nazi politics and its links with 
violent skinhead gangs that the federal government 
started moves to ban the NPD four years ago. 
The attempt ended in fiasco after a court ruled that secret 
service operatives had acted as agents provocateurs in 
gathering evidence. 

In elections in Brandenburg on the same day, the 
equally extreme German People’s Union (DVU) also did 
well, its 6.1% vote giving it six seats in the 88-seat 
regional parliament. The party, which acts as a 
mouthpiece for the Munich-based multimillionaire 
fascist publisher and property magnate Gerhard Frey, 
had engaged in massive publicity in the region, where it 
has little real infrastructure, in its bid to capitalise on 
anti-government sentiment. 

The DVU has around 11,500 members, making it on 
paper the biggest fascist party in Germany. However, it is 
not an activist party like the NPD and has little appeal to 
younger people. Its previous best vote was Saxony- 
Anhalt in 1998 when it won 12.9% in regional elections. 
Its gains were squandered and subsequently lost by its 


Nazis hijack protests against welfare cuts 


incompetence and Frey’s insistence on absolute control. 
There is little reason to think that the outcome will be 
any different in Brandenburg. 

Although the fascist results are undoubtedly a 
warning signal, the main winner in both ballots was 
the left-wing Party of Democratic Socialism (PDS), 
which scored 23.6% in Saxony and 28% in Brandenburg, 
where the CDU and the SPD both lost 7%. 

The PDS is still the main vehicle of popular discontent 
and protest in eastern Germany. With the fascists on the 
offensive, the PDS now bears a great responsibility for 
galvanising the mainstream against them. 

Social conditions are deteriorating rapidly, especially 
in eastern Germany where poverty and unemployment 
levels are far higher and incomes far lower than in the 
west. At present, 4.39 million people are jobless and 
although the national unemployment rate is 10.6%, in 
the former communist east it is around 20%. The fascists 
are trying to exploit this by whipping up nationalist 
feeling and outright racism with demands for “German 
jobs for German workers”. They have been especially 
active in the 18-35 age group and among the jobless, 
where the NPD captured 26% and 18% respectively. 

The political mainstream is now faced with 
countering this poisonous message, and the anti-fascist 
movement, trade unions and the PDS with uprooting it 
from the protest movement against Schréder’s attempt 
to dismantle the welfare state. 


From Antifaschistisches Infoblatt and Antifa Net in Berlin 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of people are taking to the 
streets every Monday evening to protest against government 
plans to cut welfare benefits. The demonstrators are angry 
at the Social Democrats’ Hartz IV law, which will slash 
unemployment benefits, the Agenda 2010 plan to dismantle 
the welfare state, and their tax and pensions reforms. 
But militant nazis and other right-wing extremist groups are 
trying to hijack the campaign, as they did with the Iraq war 
demonstrations, and have enjoyed partial success because 
of the politically diffuse character of the protests. 

The extreme right in regions such as_ eastern 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern has faced little opposition over 
many years and is able to present itself as a “radical 
solution”. There the nazis, under the banner of National and 
Social Action Alliance of Central Germany, paste up their 
posters on public sites without any interference from the 
local authorities. 

So it is hardly amazing that in UeckermUnde, a town of 
30,000 people close to the Polish border, over 300 nazis 
marched against both Hartz IV and the town’s asylum- 
seekers’ hostel on 5 September. 

Originally the right-wing extremist citizens’ initiative, “Live 
better and safer in UeckermUnde” had wanted to 
demonstrate against plans to _ provide’ refugee 
accommodation, after collecting around 2,000 signatures 
opposing it. After the town council announced that the 
proposal had been scrapped, the nazis of the Pomeranian 
Action Front (PAF) used the march to celebrate a “partial 
victory” and to rage against immigrants and refugees. 
Their banners and leaflets, however, were exclusively 
targeted against the unemployment benefit cuts. 

UeckermUunde boasts three nazi Kameradschaften. 
The Aryan Warriors go around in black T-shirts with Celtic 


Crosses on the sleeve, “Vandal” beards and black 
sunglasses. The National Germanic League (NGB) sports 
neat side-parting haircuts and white T-shirts, and the PAF 
comes in white shirts. All three groups marched together, with 
the PAF’s flag bearers and drummers, joined by the Stralsund 
branch of the Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD), led by the NPD county councillor Michael Andrejewski. 

The nazis have had a similar impact in Kothen in 
Sachsen-Anhalt, which as been known as a right-wing 
extremist stronghold for many years. There the area 
organisation of the fascist Republikaner (REP) has taken 
charge of the protests against Hartz IV, led by Gunnar 
Pollin, 43, who likes to present himself as a “non-party 
person”. At a demonstration at the end of July, REP 
members and members of the Kdthen Kameradschaft 
carried the lead banner with the slogan, taken from the 
words of Kaiser Wilhelm Il, “I no longer know of any parties, 
| know only of Germans — against Hartz IV”. 

More than 500 people chose to march behind this 
banner. Immediately afterwards, the REP and _ politically 
unorganised residents of the town set up a “Citizens’ 
Committee Against Rip-Offs” and called for more 
demonstrations. It was another week before the DGB trade 
union federation, the Party of Democratic Socialism (PDS) 
and the churches formed a “network for democracy and 
tolerance”. They then proposed that they and the fascist-led 
citizens’ committee hold joint marches, setting party political 
and “extremist” insignia aside, a move endorsed by the 
Social Democratic Party's group leader on the town council. 

Elsewhere, a lack of interest by protest organisers in 
going on the offensive against the fascists has de facto left 
them with a platform. In Magdeburg, where the local 
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Nazi banner 
calls for work 
for millions, 
not profit for 
millionaires 











Kameradschaft headed a demonstration without any 
active opposition, a precedent was set that enabled the 
Kameradschaft, together with right-wing hooligans, to 
establish itself as an integral part of the demonstrations 
and dish out its propaganda unimpeded. 

The majority of other participants reacted to the nazis 
with apparent indifference. Although anti-fascists tried to 
prevent the nazis from taking part, the police countered by 
placing the nazis in the front of the demonstration. 

In nearby Schénebeck, this indifference was justified by a 
DGB official who, after preventing anti-fascists from trying 
to exclude the nazis from the demonstration, remarked that 
marches against Hartz IV should be “open to everybody”. 

In Weissenfels, also in Sachsen-Anhalt, Andreas Karl, the 
NPD’s regional chairman and county councillor, made a 
speech, surrounded by skinhead bodyguards, immediately 
after the district chairman of the trade union ver.di. Karl did 
not introduce himself as an NPD officer, preferring to 
describe himself as a “self-employed master roofer”. 

Fortunately, other examples from Dessau, Halle and 
Dresden show that the nazis are not having it all their own 
way. Determined action by anti-fascists in these cities has 
kept the nazis away from demonstrations and the DGB and 
others have made it clear in leaflets that the nazis and their 
racist, nationalistic and antisemitic slogans are not wanted. 

Many people in eastern Germany are going onto the streets 
to demand that their living standards should match those of 
western Germany, as well as voicing horror that they might be 
reduced to Polish levels. Legitimate social angst and 
grievances have become mixed with nationalist and racist 
resentment. This leads to calls, sometimes even from trade 
unions, for “national solidarity” and turns the focal point of 
demonstrations onto the supposed needs of male German 
workers, so excluding women, youth and immigrants. 

Not surprisingly amid rising unemployment, demands for 
work feature strongly. This demand is not explicit and is 
based on the crude but still deeply rooted belief in eastern 
Germany that a human being’s worth is almost wholly linked 
to his or her work. In this way social Darwinist arguments 
are used to attack those who do not fit the picture, such as 
single mothers and the disabled. The undercurrent is “those 
who don’t work, don’t eat”. 

The NPD and the Kameradschaften try to plug into this 
work fixation by demanding “work for Germans first”, a 
slogan of those who most certainly do not want a society 
based on equal rights and social justice for all. Demands for 
decisive action by “the state” also feature. These act as a 
substitute for an attack on the whole logic of the 
government’s onslaught against welfare rights and social 
provision. Again, the door is left open to nazis touting ideas 
of “German socialism”. 

The political situation in eastern Germany today is 
characterised by material fears of a plunge into poverty, 
feeding off frustrations accumulated over the past decade. 
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For many east Germans the 1990s was a period in which 
their social, cultural and psychological identity and 
environment were almost entirely erased. 

After 14 years, it is evident that reunification has not 
succeeded in creating real social integration and that west 
German dominated institutions have not been able to offer 
the changes people expect. It is not an exaggeration to say 
that large numbers of east Germans feel as if their identity 
is going through a washing machine spin cycle, with all the 
certainties to which they were accustomed before 1989 
tossed around violently. The danger is that some of the 
distinct authoritarian aspects — the drive for homogeneity 
and insistence on total adaptation to socially normative 
behaviour — that characterised the so-called socialist regime 
in eastern Germany will now be absorbed into the protest 
movement because they have never really been challenged. 

It is no accident that a main slogan on many of the 
demonstrations is “we are the people”. The same slogan 
was the centrepiece of the nationalist mobilisations in 
Leipzig in November 1989 and rang in a wave of racist 
pogroms at the beginning of the 1990s. 

For many taking part in the current demonstrations, this 
slogan is simply a revived expression of frustrated opposition 
to everything they are unable to change. However, organisers 
of the protests, unthinkingly in some cases and knowingly in 
others, have taken up and run with this “spontaneous” 
slogan. They have not paused to consider its socially 
exclusive character and the way it leaves out immigrants but, 
at the same time, facilitates the acceptance of fascists as 
legitimate participants in the social movement against 
Chancellor Gerhard Schréder’s reforms. 

Anti-fascists must ensure that the nazis are excluded 
from the protest movement. This has been achieved where 
social initiatives and the trade unions — as well as the PDS 
— are self-confidently organised and have taken a principled 
anti-fascist position. But where trade union organisation is 
minimal and civil structures are wedded to the notion that 
“everything must be open to all”, it is the anti-fascists and 
the left who are seen as disruptive, wanting to split the 
movement because of their efforts to keep the nazis out. 

This was made clear at a meeting of organisers of the 
Monday demonstrations in Berlin on 28 August. Delegates 
from Magdeburg who were criticised for their accommodation 
with the nazis took it as an insult, denounced “leftists” as the 
real trouble-makers and threatened to walk out. Instead of 
using this situation to draw a sharp line between those who 
want the fascists out of the protests and those who are happy 
to have them in, representatives of the unions, the anti- 
globalisation movement “attac” and political parties 
persuaded the Magdeburg delegates to stay — and quickly 
changed the subject. 

The growing vote for the NPD in elections, including 
winning more than 60 council seats in Saxony in June and 
12 seats in the Saxon regional parliament on 19 September, 
shows that the racist message is gaining wide resonance. 
Worse, it pushes the mainstream parties to the right. 
This makes the work of anti-fascists all the more difficult 
and increasingly confronts them with regional differences. 

In the big cities of both western and eastern Germany, it 
is easy to influence the trade unions, the left parties and 
the churches into adopting clear anti-racist and anti-fascist 
positions and to persuade them that, even under 
Germany’s right of assembly law, nobody is forced to 
accept nazis alongside them. However, in small towns and 
rural communities where nazis have had a foothold for 
some time, challenging them is more difficult. It will be a 
longer process, dependent on gaining a foothold in the 
community, shaming those who tolerate the nazis and 
carrying out serious media work to expose their real aims. 


Hess marchers grow bolder 


An on-the-spot report from Wunsiedel 
by Axel Hoffman for Enough is Enough 
and Antifa-Net 


THE ANNUAL DEMONSTRATION to commemorate the 
death of Hitler’s war criminal deputy Rudolf Hess has 
established itself as Europe's biggest nazi event with 
more than 4,600 fascists marching through the Bavarian 
town of Wunsiedel on 21 August this year. 

The mainly German marchers were joined by nazis 
from the USA, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Great Britain, 
The Netherlands, Belgium, France, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Russia, Austria, Spain, Italy and 
Croatia. As in past years, the nazi lawyer Jiirgen Rieger 
led the rally, assisted by his fellow Hamburg hardline 
fascists Inge Nottelmann and Thomas Wulff, who took 
charge of security. 

The annual Hess demonstration, which has been 
held in Wunsiedel since 2001, is a major cause for 
concern because the nazis have succeeded in putting 
their open homage to Hitlerism on a legal basis. 
They deny the war crimes of the Hitler regime and 
present the Nazis as a “force for peace” dragged into war 
by the “criminal” Allies. 

As usual most of the marchers were nazi skinheads 
and members of the so-called Freie Kameradschaften, 
marshalled into city and regional formations. Many of 
these were older people from the “old Nazi” spectrum. 
The Hess march has become of growing importance for 
the development of a nazi movement that increasingly 
represents a broad cross-section of age groups and is 
eliminating social contradictions within the right wing. 

The large-scale participation of foreign nazis, however, 
led to some heated controversy. The Austrian nazis 
petulantly withdrew their platform speaker after Russian 
Kameraden were allowed one, while Czech nazis were 
banned from speaking because they had not dissociated 
themselves from alleged Czech crimes against German 
refugees immediately after the war. Rieger later justified 
the gagging of the Czechs on the grounds of the 
“supremacy” of the Germans in the national 
socialist movement. Whoever does not accept 
this, he suggested, should stay at home. 

A frightening aspect of the day is that, anti- 
fascists and municipal council 
representatives apart, hardly any in- 
dignation was noticeable. A welcome 
feature was the active opposition to 
the nazis displayed by the local /.._ 
council, which is led by the 
conservative Christian Social 
Union. For the first time Rieger was 
refused use of the town's festival ground, 
the entire town was festooned with 
anti-fascist posters and banners and the 
mayor led a sit-down protest. The police, 
unfortunately, reacted with less under- 
standing, removing anti-fascist banners 
and rigorously enforcing the nazis’ bogus 
“right” to march. 

The nationwide anti-fascist mobilisa- 
tion fell below expectations. A large / 


Tel Bip ist ‘mich Belin, 


Israel ist wicht Beutsehland | 


und Friedmann ist nicht unser Freund! 








number of those who travelled to Wunsiedel confined 
themselves to standing along the route of the nazi 
procession without trying to engage in united counter- 
action. It is vital that the anti-fascist turnout increases 
and that the different sectors of the democratic 
movement start grasping the fact that the yearly 
Hess march is a springboard for nazism that cannot 
be tolerated. 


Top: Nazis 
march behind 
the slogan 
“Tel Aviv is not 
Berlin, Israel 
is not 
Germany, and 
Friedmann 
Uewish 
community 
leader] is not 
our friend 


Left and below 
British fascists 
join the march 
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Right-wing rivals 


compete to fill 


political vacuum 


Pim Fortuyn, 
whose death 
left his party 
floundering 








From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Utrecht 





THE LIST PIM FORTUYN (LPF), the party founded in 2002 by 
the late right-wing populist, Pim Fortuyn, went into its fourth 
(and seemingly terminal) major crisis in late summer. 

After the LPF caused the fall of the right-wing coalition 
government in October 2002, when two of its ministers 
openly squabbled over power and portfolios, after the loss 
of 18 of the LPF’s 26 seats in the Dutch parliament in the 
March 2003 election and after the walkout of numerous 
regional leaders, the latest crisis is mainly about money. 

On 12 August Henrick Fabius, the LPF’s chairman of only 
two months, tried to file for the party’s bankruptcy at a court 
in Rotterdam. This move, which was supported by the eight 
LPF MPs, was intended to solve the organisation’s financial 
problems, not least the fact that the property magnates 
Ed Maas and Chris Thunessen, were asking for repayment 
of the over £1.5 million they had lent to the LPF. 

By going for bankruptcy, Fabius and his pals hoped to 
divest the party of the debt to Maas and Thunessen as well 
as £141,000 of losses from their election campaign last 
year. In its place they set up a new “Union LPF” 
unencumbered by debt. However, the judge in Rotterdam 
refused to play ball, deciding that the issue must be put to 
the LPF’s members. 

Three days after the judge’s ruling, three of the LPF’s five 
executive committee members, including Fabius, quit the 
party for the Union LPF. At the same time the LPF’s eight 
parliamentarians broke with the party’s 300 members and 
stopped communicating with them. By doing so, the MPs 
lost their right to state benefits for parties that participate in 
the elections. 
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Jan Belder, who took over as acting chairman of the old 
LPF, asked for a legal extension of the state payments and 
has removed the three former executive members from the 
party’s registration at the Chamber of Commerce. However 
he had to stand down after it emerged that he had a 
conviction for fraud in 1985. 

The eight MPs are busy establishing their own new 
party and negotiating with Leefbaar Rotterdam (Liveable 
Rotterdam), which had a fierce row with the LPF’s branch in 
the city earlier this year. The new outfit may become an 
umbrella under which the entire ragbag of so-called “livable 
parties” can shelter. According to the LR’s leader, Ronald 
Sorensen, it is possible to reassemble “all fractions of 
Fortuynism”. Even the remnants of the presently diminished 
Leefbaar Nederland party, in which Fortuyn started his 
political career, will be welcome. 

Sorensen and the LR councillor Marco Pastors, who is 
known for his anti-Islamic rhetoric, already had plans to 
contest the 2007 elections with a new party and were 
in negotiations with Joost Eerdmans, a no-nonsense 
rightist LPF activist. This move is necessary if they are to 
salvage the political heritage of Pim Fortuyn, because polls 
are showing that the LPF can hold only one seat in 
parliament, while LR will lose almost all its 15 seats on 
Rotterdam council. 

There is still a big electoral vacuum on the right, a space 
that Fortuyn might have filled, but his disciples cannot. 
There are now more rivals in the field. For example, the very 
popular Peter R. de Vries, a TV personality who solves 
crimes on a commercial station, is thinking of entering 
politics and a rough poll has shown that he could be good 
for 12 seats in parliament. And Roel Pieper, the millionaire 
former head of the electrical giant Philips, who always 
wanted to be a minister with Fortuyn, now has ambitions to 
be prime minister. 

Also on the political scene are the List New Politics, 
headed by the former-LPF minister Herman Heinsbroek, 
and Geert Wilders, the right-wing maverick of the liberal 
VVD, who left the party at the beginning of September but 
has retained his parliamentary seat. Wilders is a very 
outspoken individual and defied the VVD’s whip over 
Turkey’s entry into the European Union, which Wilders 
strongly opposes. His 10-point manifesto for a “more 
rightist VVD”, which includes “stretching the speed limits” 
and “more nationalism”, received a cool reception in the 
party. Wilders has since announced the establishment of a 
“new rightist liberal” party and is seeking support. Recent 
opinion polls give him between 4 and 10 seats. 

Wilders’s gymnastics should not be seen as a step 
towards joining the “Fortuynistas” but rather as a move 
nearer the Edmond Burke Foundation, a right-wing 
conservative think-tank on social and political issues. 

Worthy of mention, but not really to be taken seriously, 
are the open letters to the eight LPF MPs issued by the 
fascist Nationale Alliantie and the ultra right-wing racist 
NieuwRechts in a bid to recruit them. The only result of this 
pathetic exercise has been an outbreak of fighting between 
the two ultra-rightist outfits, with each claiming to have 
thought of the idea first. Any filling of the vacuum on the 
right will not come from that direction, that much is sure. 
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Holocaust denial 
outfit on the long 
slide down 


By Leonard Zeskind 
for IREHR & AntiFa-Net 






THE WORLD WAR TWO generation, with its memories 
of the fight against fascism, is dying off and will soon be 
gone completely. Israel-bashing is a popular sport 
everywhere except among neo-conservatives. And in a 
country that can’t remember why it went to war in Iraq 
just two years ago, History (with a capital “H”) really is 
bunk. Finally, after five decades of waiting for the 
moment to rewrite the record on Hitler and Hitlerism, 
almost all the stars have lined up in the right direction. 
Except one: the California-based Institute for Historical 
Review (IHR), the principal vehicle for Holocaust denial 
in the United States and its mainstay across Europe, is 
now barely alive — kept on life support only through the 
good graces of its closest friends. 

Long-time Searchlight readers might remember that 
the IHR was founded in 1979 by Willis Carto, who kept 
an iron grip on corporate affairs even as he claimed to 
be simply an agent of its board of directors. Tired of 
Carto’s quarrelsome ways and fearful that he would take 
the organisation away from its core mission, the staff 
successfully deposed him in 1993, only to suffer at his 
hands from years of litigation. Ultimately Carto was 
unsuccessful. Mark Weber took control. 

As of this moment, publication of the IHR’s Journal of 
Historical Review has been formally “suspended”. Once 
the organisation’s primary calling card, the journal 
served as a platform of ideas and helped sell new books 
and old inventory. During the mid-1990s, however, the 
publication’s schedule became erratic; then it slowed 
and now it has finally stopped. The website through 
which Weber does most of his business is not a real 
alternative, as the IHR’s natural constituency is not 
prone to depositing credit card numbers in cyberspace. 

Even during the period when the journal appeared, 
sales figures seemed to decline over time. According to 
documents filed with the Internal Revenue Service, in 
1993 the IHR took over $540,000 in programme revenue: 
sales of literature, admissions to meetings and other 
merchandising. By 2001 that figure had slipped to 
$160,000. Simply put, journal subscriptions were not 
being renewed, books were not selling and fewer people 
were paying to listen to the David Irving types spout off. 
Total revenues shot up over $650,000 in 2003, but 
expenses multiplied also, and that total may include 
other kinds of income besides sales. 

Add to the ills Weber’s inability successfully to hold 
a two-day conference during the past 12 months. 


Such pseudo-scholarly events were once an organisa- 
tional trademark. But the most recent attempt to stage 
such an affair failed after the putative venue’s owners 
cancelled the contract. Thanks only to National Alliance 
members in the Sacramento area, the IHR was able to 
hold a one-day meeting. 

To compound these problems, Weber lost his most 
accomplished assistant, Ted O’Keefe. The two had 
worked together since at least 1978, when they both 
served on William Pierce’s core National Alliance staff. 
They had also stood together in 1993 and jointly fought 
off Carto’s attempt to seize back the IHR’s office space. 
Soon afterwards, O’Keefe left the IHR’s employ, the 
result of an emotional breakdown and the indignities of 
the organisation's financial distress. 

Weber rehired O’Keefe in 1999, however, as funds 
again became available and placed him in charge of 
rescuing the journal’s publication schedules. O’Keefe 
succeeded, although only briefly. At that point the 
THR’s inner-life had become just as secretive and 
conspiratorial as it had been in the days when Carto 
ran the shop. Weber seemed to exercise little day-to- 
day control of the work environment, according to 
O'Keefe, leaving the self-described bipolar genius at 
the tender mercies of the brutish characters around 
him. Other matters large and small came between the 
two former National Alliance comrades, and O’Keefe 
finally left the IHR in 2002. Now he serves on the 
editorial staff of The Occidental Quarterly, white 
nationalism’s most recent attempt at creating an 
intellectual guidepost. 

Into the growing gap at the IHR comes the National 
Alliance, now under the control of Erich Gliebe as 
chairman and Kevin Strom as chief propagandist. 
Not only have they played the muscle role in securing a 
meeting site in Sacramento, but Weber has added at 
least one old Alliance comrade to the IHR’s corporate 
board. Furthermore he has appeared several times on 
the group’s American Dissident Voices cyberspace 
broadcasts. Needless to say, in each of these instances, 
the IHR is preaching to the already converted. 

It would be a mistake, however, to count the IHR 
completely down. It has expanded markets in places 
such as Iran and Russia. It maintains a core of financial 
assets secured during the long legal fight with Carto. 
And denying the Holocaust will always be in fashion 
among antisemites. For now, the IHR is watching and 
waiting for a new moment of opportunity to arrive. 
And so, in turn, Searchlight is watching the IHR. 


Aryan Nations boss dies 


The Aryan Nations chief Richard Butler finally died at 


the age of 86 on 8 September. His power and 
influence among white nationalists, however, had 
disappeared years earlier; and the remains of 
his blue-uniformed street squads merely 
collected the waste at the sewer end of the 
movement. With no coherent organisation, 


and even less strategic direction, he 
survived as a figurehead largely 
because of the mainstream media’s 
fascination with his swastika- 
emblazoned ways. Thankfully, 

now that too will be gone. 
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FRANCE 


Arab immigrants not to 
blame for antisemitism 
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From Esbé for Reflexes and 
Antifa-Net in Paris 


MULTIPLE AND WIDESPREAD desecrations of Jewish 
cemeteries and other memorials, attacks — real or 
fantasised — against Jews, and hysterical appeals made 
over the heads of the French Jewish community for 
Jews to flee immediately to Israel are just a few aspects 
of antisemitism that have gripped the French media in 
recent months. 

These baleful developments need a_ cool 
assessment, starting with a quick run through modern 
French history. If the 18th century was, thanks to the 
Enlightenment, a relatively favourable era for France's 
Jews, the 19th century, by contrast, saw the birth of so- 
called modern antisemitism and with it a pseudo- 
scientific rationalisation of the anti-Jewish feeling that 
had been present in France, as in the rest of Europe, 
for centuries. 

That period witnessed the appearance of a catalogue 
of antisemitic “literature”, such as Edouard Drumont’s 
La France Juive, which became a best-seller. It also saw 
the birth of various political currents, among both 
French nationalists and some of the supposed 
defenders of the working class, in which the Jews were 
made the scapegoat for all the popular frustrations and 
grievances arising out of the development of modern 
industry and capitalism. 

Despite the infamous ant-Jewish Dreyfus affair, 
antisemitism remained just one ideology among many 
others in the first part of the 20th century. Fully 
integrated into society and the political world, it had its 
opponents and its, mainly upper-class, defenders. 

This might have continued had the Nazis not 
embarked on their systematic extermination of 
millions of European Jews, with the active 
collaboration of the French pro-Nazi Vichy regime. 
In France the results of this most shameful episode in 
human history included the emergence of 
educational work against antisemitism and other 
racist prejudices and later the passing of laws against 
antisemitism. 

Antisemitism became a political taboo that only the 
extreme right dared to break, mostly by denying that 
the Holocaust ever took place. Public expressions of 
antisemitism, more than of other forms of racism, 
became rare and were generally massively denounced. 

But antisemitism did not disappear. Indeed, given 
the permanence of antisemitism in French society and 
its continued strength internationally, it would be 
naive to believe that the phenomenon has been 
reduced to isolated and random acts. 

The recent desecrations in Alsace, Lyon and 
elsewhere cannot be ignored. However, the personality 
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of some of the perpetrators, whose _ pathetic 
biographies were splashed across the newspapers, and 
the use of swastikas and slogans found on the internet 
have “relativised” these incidents. 

The false antisemitic attack concocted by a young 
mythomaniac in July and the criminal arson attack, 
disguised as an anti-Jewish outrage, on a Jewish 
community centre in Paris in August have not 
helped reverse this process. Nor do disoriented 
young people have a monopoly on_ using 
antisemitism to make media headlines. Nicolas 
Sarkozy, the Finance Minister, told parliament in 
April that “five years of M Jospin’s government had 
managed to make the USA believe that France is an 
antisemitic country”. 

Today, the resurgence of antisemitism in France is 
apparent from acts of antisemitic violence that have 
almost trebled in the past year as well as from a level of 
prevalence of traditional antisemitic stereotypes 
which, although they generally remain under the 
surface, fit in with the deeply rooted racist facts of 
everyday life. 

Even if it true that a minority of immigrants in 
France, including people from the Arab world, 
cultivate antisemitic feelings, it is equally important to 
remember that the recent desecrations were almost 
entirely the handiwork of French people of white 
European origin. And the latent antisemitism found in 
the French middle class, especially particular among 
Catholic fundamentalists, proves that antisemitism is 
hardly the prerogative of any particular ethnic group. 

To claim idly that it is Arab immigrants who have 
“resuscitated” antisemitism in France is doubly 
erroneous: firstly by suggesting that antisemitism is 
the result of communal confrontation and secondly by 
creating the unsavoury illusion that homegrown 
French antisemitism has somehow evaporated. 

Also, it is noticeable that the recent desecrations in 
Alsace have affected the Jewish, Muslim and Christian 
communities alike and are the deeds of young white 
people in the region. The local authorities there have 
been trying blame the outrages on nazis from across 
the border in Germany. Although big German-French 
nazi bonehead concerts do take place in Alsace, this is 
a desperate move aimed at clearing the name of a 
region already notorious for its record votes for the 
fascist Front National (FN) and its bigoted regionalist 
movement, the extreme right-wing Alsace d’Abord 
(Alsace First). 

There have been no mass demonstrations by the 
citizens of Alsace to counter the negative reputation of 
their region. The largest recent popular demonstra- 
tions there were to demand harsher prison sentences 
for child killers after a basket maker savagely murdered 
at least two young girls. The lawyer of one of the 
victim’s families is Wallerand de Saint Juste, vice- 
president of Christian-Solidarity and lawyer to Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, the FN leader. These protests were very 
largely attended by members and leaders of the FN and 
Alsace First. 

After the appalling desecration of the Jewish 
cemetery in Herrlisheim, a small town 30km north of 
Strasbourg, police, mounted an investigation of local 
nazis in which those arrested were almost as quickly 
released. The authorities in Alsace evidently hope that 
the bad publicity about nazis will put a brake on the 
activities of the nazi Elsass Korps, especially its big 
rallies and concerts that these same authorities have so 
far ignored. 


ITALY 


Mussolini industry 
thrives in dictator’s 
birthplace 


By Alfio Bernabei 





SCHOOLCHILDREN ARE BEING EMPLOYED in Europe’s 
largest nazi-fascist shop to sell T-shirts, posters and 
statuettes of Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini. This is 
happening in Predappio, the small town in northern Italy that 
has become the European capital of nazi-fascist propaganda. 

“Predappio’s main industry revolves around the fact that 
Mussolini was born here and is buried in our local cemetery,” 
says the manager of one of the local nazi-fascist shops 
trading under the name Ferlandia. “We need to develop the 
fascist industry still further in order to attract more people. 
Hotels and restaurants stand to benefit from an increase in 
tourists. They all come because of Mussolini.” She thinks the 
local authorities should set up a Mussolini pilgrimage route 
through the town taking in the house where he was born, the 
villa where he lived, the castle that became a fascist 
headquarters and of course the cemetery where he is buried. 

At the local elections last May Predappio’s 6,500 
inhabitants turned their back on fascism and reinstated the 
left-wing assembly. But the mayor and his counsellors are 
either unwilling or unable to stop the development of the town 
as a magnet for right-wing extremists from all over the world. 
There are no attempts to discourage the display of nazi-fascist 
symbols on shop windows in front of passers-by. 

Ferlandia is the largest of three shops that sell nazi- 
fascist material along the main street. It opened in 1990 
and has expanded to five front windows resembling a 
supermarket. The second shop is called Predappio 
Souvenirs and has two front windows. Casa dei Ricordi 
(home of memories) is the third shop devoted to fascist 
paraphernalia. The shops’ visibility is highlighted by the 
arrays of Italian flags displayed above their entrances. 

Asked why girls looking about 15 years old are helping 
behind the counter, Ferlandia’s owner replies, “These are 
schoolgirls. They are sent to the shop by the local schools. 
They spend one or two months working here.” It is common 
in Italy for local authorities and schools to enable students 
to work during their summer holidays. In Predappio the local 
authorities are allowing schools to place youngsters behind 
the counters of nazi-fascist shops. 

One of the schoolchildren’s tasks is to stick price labels 
on T-shirts, all of them black with a variety of fascist 
slogans, including Mussolini’s favourite, Boia chi molla 
(Only traitors give up the fascist struggle). They also price- 
tag black flags hailing the Salo Republic, which took orders 
from Hitler, and effigies of Hitler himself (€9.30). 

A further sign that the local authorities provide useful 
assistance to fascist propaganda can be found in the house 
where Mussolini was born. It holds an exhibition devoted to 
“flying, art and myth in the early 1900s”. This is a thinly 
disguised apologia of one of Mussolini's proudest 
industries, aviation, presented through dozens of posters. 


No signs here of a man who set up a bloody dictatorship, 
burned books and newspapers, put every citizen under 
control, persecuted political opponents, instituted racist 
laws and sided with Hitler in a war that cost millions of lives. 
The house where he was born is to be enjoyed as “art”. 

The local authorities have also allowed the setting up of 
fascist honorary guards who stand by Mussolini’s tomb, and 
have put a section of the cemetery under their control. One 
of the guards, wrapped in a black cap, stands motionless at 
the foot of the dictator’s catafalque in an underground crypt. 
On a ledger lies an open notebook. Hundreds of people have 
signed their names and written messages hailing Mussolini 
as a hero. Sixteen pages have been filled in that day. The last 
three visitors have written Romania as their country of 
provenance. Next to the notebook is a pile of leaflets headed 
Associazione Guardia d’Onore Benito Mussolini. In the 
garbled pseudo-poetic prose written in the fascist style of the 
1930s one reads, “Whoever joins the Mussolini honorary 
guard gives up his identity and acquires, in the eternity of one 
single instant, the unifying and synthetic essence that was 
expressed by the Man who is hereby honoured”. 

There are seven rules the guards must obey, including 
silence when on duty. “We are not allowed to be interviewed,” 
says a young man sporting a black T-shirt with a white cross 
logo, on standby outside the crypt. Then he volunteers a few 
words: “Il come from Bergamo. Mussolini guards come from 
every town all over Italy. We are hundreds.” 

It turns out that there are four guards each day who take 
turns. This apparently goes on every day of the week 
throughout the year. A notice pinned on the wall explains 
that those who want to join are invited to ring “Paolo” to 
undergo training in the nearby seaside resort of Riccione. 

One who must be very pleased to see such honours 
bestowed on Mussolini is his son Romano, a jazz musician. 
He sits in the courtyard of Villa Carpena, now a Mussolini 
museum, a few kilometres from Predappio. He is full of 
praise for Alessandra, his daughter, who was elected an 
MEP last June for the Alternativa Sociale Party, set up with 
the fascists Adriano Tilgher and Roberto Fiore. “Alessandra 
has given herself the task of bringing these forces together,” 
says Romano Mussolini, “Il am only a good mediator”. 
Did he introduce Fiore, the former fascist terrorist, to 
Alessandra? He evades the question. When reminded that 
he gave a jazz concert for Fiore’s Meeting Point in London 
he replies, “I only met him once”. 

As he speaks a dozen people stand to attention around 
him, in awe, listening to every word he says. One man 
wears what appears to be a replica fascist uniform. 
As Romano Mussolini gets up and prepares to go, a woman 
reaches for his hand and kisses it. 

Inside the museum an attendant eagerly shows two 
books that were handed in by some visitors. They are recent 
publications in Russian about Benito Mussolini. She then 
points to a magazine, opened on a page occupied by a 
large photograph. “Do you know him,” she asks. The face 
of the smiling moustachioed man does not ring any bell. 
“Nicholas Farrell”, she answers. “He is one of our friends.” 
‘A truly good friend. He comes to see us,” chimes another 
woman. Farrell writes for the Spectator. In a recent book he 
painted a very sympathetic portrait of the dictator. He has 
settled in Predappio where he has made another very good 
friend in the woman who manages Ferlandia. “We always 
meet at the café,” she says. 

With the help of various friends the Mussolini industry is 
evolving, attracting thousands upon thousands of visitors 
every year. “In Germany this sort of pilgrimage to the tomb 
of a nazi-fascist does not exist,” says a dissenting voice in a 
local bar. “Hitler’s remains are nowhere to be found. Here in 
Italy we made a mistake and now we see the results.” 
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NORWAY 


From Kristian Hansen for Monitor 
and Antifa-Net in Bergen 


THE LEADER OF THE right-wing populist Progress Party 
made some of his most controversial remarks yet at a 
festival organised by a small charismatic Christian sect 
in Bergen in mid-July. 

Carl I. Hagen’s raging tirade against Islam and the 
Palestinians provoked widespread criticism from the 
Norwegian political mainstream. The manner of the 
ferociously anti-immigrant politician’s pro-Israel 
remarks at the Levende Ord (Living Word) event also 
raised eyebrows. 

Describing as “insignificant” the recent findings of the 
international court in the Hague about the much 
disputed Israeli security fence, Hagen, whose party is the 
third largest in the Norwegian parliament, went on to 
suggest that rulings by international bodies should not 
be accepted “just because they have the two small letters 
‘UN’ in front of their name”. Hagen’s apparent lack of 
respect for international law and the United Nations — 
which extends to international accords on refugees, 
asylum seekers and immigration — deeply shocked some 
of Norway’s most experienced political observers. 


More wild words from populist leader 


The context of Hagen’s speech is helpful to an 
understanding of his fierce defence of the more 
disputed aspects of Israeli politics. The Levende Ord sect 
is among the most extreme and right-wing in an 
increasingly bizarre landscape of prophetic evangelical 
Christian sects in Norway. Its leader, Enevald Flaten, 
earnestly believes that atheists and satanists haunt 
Norwegian schools. The sect regularly conducts 
exorcisms on people suspected of being possessed by 
demons who, according to Flaten, include people in 
wheelchairs. 

A woman suffering from manic depression has 
described how she went into a deep psychosis after being 
the victim of one of the sect’s sinister ceremonies. Flaten 
also gained public notoriety when he declared that “pigs 
know better than homosexuals”. Quite what they know 
better he has yet to define. If Hagen’s intention was to 
fight religious fundamentalism, as he claimed after the 
meeting, he clearly came to the right place. 

In his speech to this assembled flock of religious 
zealots, Hagen proclaimed: “Jesus said, let the small 


A LONG ARTICLE in Searchlight on the dangerous 
influence of the extreme right in Moldova has had a 
dramatic impact. According to Moldovan anti- 
fascists, it was the first article in the international 
press to describe fully the sinister agenda of the 
misnamed Christian Democratic People’s Party 
(PPCD), a disciplined organisation of faithful heirs 
to the legacy of Marshal Antonescu, Romania’s 
wartime fascist dictator. 

Almost immediately after the article - the fruit 
of cooperation between researchers belonging to 
the international anti-fascist network Antifa-Net - 
appeared in July, photocopies started to circulate 
among Moldova’s political and intellectual elite. 
Soon afterwards it was republished uncut in 
Moldovan and Russian as a lead story in the 
weekend editions of two of Moldova’s major daily 
newspapers, Moldova Suverana and Nezavisimaia 
Moldova. 

This sparked off a massive political storm in 
Moldova, with other media, for example the popular 
daily paper Vremya, joining the discussion. The 
extreme right and the camp followers of the PPCD 
not unexpectedly went berserk, initiating a witch- 
hunt against its real (and imagined) enemies 


lurie Rosca 
photo V.Korcimari 
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children come to me. I cannot see that Mohammed can 
have said the same. If he had, it would have been, let the 
small children come to me, so that I might take 
advantage of them in my fight to Islamify the world.” 
Hagen also accused Mohammed of being an inspiration 
to terrorists. All this was sweet music to the ears of his 
audience and Hagen’s speech was punctuated several 
times with laughter and loud applause. 

Flaten stated later that Hagen should be in 
government and that they had such similar views on 
important issues that any differences could easily be 
ironed out. The leader of the Conservatives, one of the 
three parties in the current coalition government, tooka 
very different view. Erna Solberg declared that Hagen’s 
diatribe “shows exactly why the Progress Party is not in 
government. It is dangerous to give the impression that 
all Muslims are terrorists.” 

Senior academics also denounced Hagan’s 
inflammatory comments. The distinguished Oslo 
University science professor, Bernt Hagtvedt, slammed 
the speech as “political suicide” and suggested that such 
statements would make it impossible for other parties to 
cooperate with the anti-immigrant Progress Party 
without making fools of themselves. Hagtvedt has 
previously argued correctly that one cannot compare 
Hagen with the French fascist leader Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
but now says he is having doubts. 

Islamic groups in Norway have reported Hagen to the 
police for inciting racial hatred. The speech has also had 
wide international repercussions and has sparked 
protests from the Indonesian, Egyptian, Moroccan, 
Tunisian and Pakistani ambassadors to Norway. In a 
joint statement, the ambassadors accused Hagen of 
offending the world’s Muslim population and of tearing 
up the principles of tolerance and freedom upon which 
Norwegian society is built. 

As if to prove critics’ claims that the Progress Party is 
moving towards the politics of Le Pen and the Austrian 
right-wing extremist Jérg Haider, the prominent 
Progress Party MP Per Sandberg has launched his own 
conspiracy theory. 


In a press statement following Hagen’s outrageous 
statements, Sandberg claimed that Norway’s Christian 
Democrat Prime Minister, Kjell Magne Bondevik, “wants 
reconciliation with terrorist groups, lays himself flat for 
terrorist groups and wants to Islamify Norway”. 
According to Sandberg, Bondevik is doing this in an 
attempt to sabotage any possibility of a non-socialist 
government after next year’s general election. 

Why Bondevik would want to ruin his own chances for 
a new term as Norway’s premier is not clear from 
Sandberg’s statement nor does he explain what motives 
Bondevik could have for creating a Christian 
Democratic conspiracy to “Islamify the country”. 


associated with the article. 

_ The main right-wing magazine Flux, owned by lurie 
Rosca, the PPCD leader, devoted its editorial to 
Searchlight, describing it as “a marginal, almost 
_ unknown communist internet publication of a 
| Trotskyist persuasion”. The article, he said, was 
_ a “dirty business” paid for by communists. 

The most brutal attacks on the opponents of the 
~ extreme right came from the nationalist web-portal 
yam.ro which is notorious for eulogising 
Antonescu’s murderous regime, which was 
responsible for the death of some 400,000 


, Romanian and Bessarabian Jews between 1941 and 


1944. In a manner not dissimilar to the infamous 
nazi Redwatch and Anti-Antifa websites, it started 
to post personal information on the supposed 
members of the alleged conspiracy against Rosca in 
Moldova and elsewhere. For reasons best known to 


itself, yam.ro reserved particular venom for 
’ Searchlight’s publisher Gerry Gable, stressing his 
“Zionist-communist” background. 

A particularly active writer of yam.ro diatribes is 
lonas Aurelian Rus, a US resident who claims to be 
the president of the “European Studies Graduate 
Student Association” at Rutgers University in New 


Brunswick, New Jersey. Using common New Right 
tactics, he has also tried to infiltrate progressive 
internet channels posing as a “defender” of minority 
rights, a _ position similar to the French 
“ethnopluralist” Alain de Benoist and the Polish 
intellectual Jaroslaw Tomasiewicz. 

Another well-known exponent of radical nationalist 
ideas active on yam.ro is Oleg Brega, one-time host 
of Hyde Park, an infamous radio programme on the 
right-wing Antena C station. The programme was 
withdrawn after it went over the top in praising the 
virtues of Antonescu and Hitler. 

Brega subsequently registered Hyde Park as a 
non-governmental organisation and obtained 
funding, as a “champion of free speech”, from the 
US embassy in Chisinau. 

The current visible growth in far-right activity, 
including numerous PPCD street mobilisations, 
should be seen in the context of increased tension 
around the breakaway Transnistria region following 
the much-publicised closure of several Romanian- 
language schools by the authorities in the self- 
proclaimed Transnistrian republic. It is clear that 
extremists such as the PPCD are keen to exploit the 
present “patriotic” fever. 








Nazis insult 
Norway's flag 
at this year's 
Rudolf Hess 
march in 
Wunsiedel. 
Holding the 
flag are Dag 
Sigvardsenin 
(left) and 
football hooli- 
gan Michael 
Fossum 
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Nazis eclipse 


nationalists at 


Diksmuide 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet 
— CAF/Résistances in Brussels 


WHAT USED TO BE the biggest event in the nazi 
calendar flopped badly this year. Fewer than 8,000 
people took part in the Flemish nationalist and nazi 
rallies in Diksmuide in Flanders compared to up to 
60,000 in the event’s heyday. 

The first Ijzerbedevaart (Iron Pilgrimage) was 
organised by Belgian First World War veterans to 
remember their comrades who perished on the 
Flemish eastern front. It was here that the tiny 
Belgian army halted the Germans in 1914 in an 
extremely bitter battle. Fighting continued there 
until 1918 and hundreds of thousands of Belgian, 
French, British and German soldiers lost their lives. 
This front also saw the first use of toxic gases 
as weapons. 

Although it was not originally a purely Catholic 
and Flemish nationalist event, by the early 1930s 
the organisers of the Ijzerbedevaart had banned 
French-speaking veterans as well as secular 
groups, socialists and communists. 

The “pilgrimage for global peace” continued 
during the Nazi occupation, when it was trans- 
formed into a gathering of Nazi collaborators and 
supporters of the “New Order”. The wartime rallies 
were also used to recruit “anti-communist 
volunteers” for the Flemish division of Hitler’s SS 
armies on the Eastern Front in Russia. 

Despite protests by Resistance, patriotic and 
royalist groups, the rally was organised after the 
Liberation of 1944 but popular disgust with 
the “uncivic pilgrimage” eventually led to the 
bombing of the main monument at the site. A new 
and bigger monument (67m high) was erected and 
still draws attention to the former battlefield. 

During the 1950s, the Ijzerbedevaart was marked 
by violent clashes with anti-fascists but later it 
reverted to its prewar format of a mass event for 
Flemish nationalists of all kinds, ranging from 
moderate Christian democrats “with a Flemish 
heart” to right-wing extremists who used the 
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rally to organise a fascist and nazi jamboree. 
The presence of old and new nazis, some wearing in 
paramilitary outfits, together with its demands for 
Flemish independence from Belgium, explains why 
the rally never got rid of its bad political odour. 
British nazis from the League of St George 
regularly attended. 

Until recently, nazis from across western Europe 
would flock to Diksmuide the evening before 
the official Ijzerbedevaart for a “Pan-European 
comradeship evening” organised by Voorpost, a 
nationalist strong-arm squad under the influence of 
the Viaams Blok and which often provides 
“security” at Viaams Blok demonstrations. Most of 
the participants to these fascist “candle-lit 
suppers” were German, French and Dutch bone- 
heads but ten years ago the evening was marred by 
a remarkable punch-up between British nazis and 
Irish nationalists. 

During the mid-1990s, the right-wing extremist 
wing of the Flemish nationalist movement tried to 
win complete control over the Ijzerbedevaart and its 
official organising committee, which the extremists 
saw as “too soft and moderate” and too open to new 
“false values” such as solidarity with the Third World 
and multiculturalism. The move was a consequence 
of the growing support for the Viaams Blok. 
However all the extremists’ attempts — ranging from 
inciting violent provocations during the rally to more 
subtle methods - to win control failed. 

In 1996 young nazis, led by prominent Viaams 
Blok members, ran amok, assaulted the less 
radical participants and disturbed the com- 
memoration ceremonies. The failure of the far right 
to win the day eventually gave birth to a rival event 
called the Ijzerwake (Iron Wake) the organisation of 
which is heavily dominated by the Viaams Blok. 

The ljzerwake takes place the week before the 
official rally near the main Ijzerbedevaart 
monument and has retained several of the key 
elements of the Ijzerbedevaart such as the singing 
of the “three Dutch national anthems”, namely 
The Flemish Lion (Flanders), the Wilhelminus (The 
Netherlands) and The Voice of South Africa 
(the national anthem under the apartheid regime). 

This year the rival event managed, for the first 
time, to attract more people than the official event. 
Barely 3,000 attended the Ijzerbedevaart, probably the 
lowest figure ever, compared to 4,800 at the ljzerwake. 
Both events received scant media attention whereas 
the rally used to be front-page news. 

The Ijzerwake brought together almost the entire 
Flemish right-wing extremist scene, most notably 
the leadership of the Viaams Blok, and various nazi 
individuals and groups from all over Europe, 
especially The Netherlands. 


From the archives 
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in Paddington 
by-election 


| The court hearing where 
= lecturers from North London 
= Polytechnic will put their case 
: for not identifying students 
involved in last  term’s 
picketing against NF student 
organiser Pat Harrington, will 
not take place until the end of 
September. But, in the mean- 
time, Harrington himself is 
not letting up in his work for 
the Front. 


OUT OF THE DUSTBIN OF History | “ete which he sent 
(NF document hoard found on tip!) out from the Front’s Croydon 
headquarters recently to a 


select group of activists has come into Searchlight’s possession. 

Dated early August, it reveals that Harrington is playing a leading role in the 
party's by-election campaign in Paddington, where GLC leader Ken Livingstone 
has resigned to seek re-election on a platform of opposition to the abolition 
of the GLC. 

The letter advertises a mass paper sale in Queensway, on 11 August. 
“Our group would be grateful for any support that you can give to this activity”, 
Harrington writes. “Queensway is an area with a mixed and cosmopolitan 
population and so a good turnout from us is essential.” 

















= 10 years ago 
October 1994 


BNP targets 
Scottish 
universities 


The British National Party has 
been trying to spread pro- 
paganda in Glasgow and St 
Andrews universities. Student 
organisations have responded 
by organising anti-racist events 
for the start of term. 

In St Andrews University, 
up to 30 leaflets were found in 
the library, many of them 
MEET STEVE ‘THE REVEREND denying that the Holocaust 

FORWARD’ SARGENT took place. 
COMBAT 18'S PROPAGANDA MERCHANT BNP leaflets were left in 
Glasgow university library 
in May. Headed “Glasgow 
University BNP”, the leaflets said there were too many foreign students at 
the university. 

A lesbian student at Glasgow University was approached by a man who 
pushed her around and threatened to kill her, according to Aamer Anwar of 
the Anti-Nazi League. 

A spokeswoman for the university said: “The university has a sexual and 
racial harassment policy and is committed to a working and learning 
environment that is free of discrimination. Any incidents of harassment are 
regarded extremely seriously.” 
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“We have not been asked if we are prepared to have 
the nature of our neighbourhoods changed forever. 
We have not been asked if we are prepared to see our 
schools in some areas overwhelmed by those who 
cannot speak English. We were not asked if we were 
prepared to see our health and social services put under 
strain. As the polls show, people feel that they are losing 
their culture.” 

Playing heavily on fear, Kilroy-Silk tried to stoke up a 
moral panic, referring to clashes in “towns like 
Peterborough”, which he put down to “increased 
immigration’. 

Bandying about spurious statistics, he claimed that 
polls “show that 80% of the people, including 52% of the 
ethnic minorities, want to see tougher immigration 
controls”. Many of the figures he cited 
came from the pressure group 
Migration Watch UK, which has been 
shown to be selective. Its figures are 
often extrapolations of available 
statistics rather than fact. y 

While Kilroy-Silk adamantly | 
denied that the UKIP is racist, 
there can be no doubt that he is 
hoping to exploit tensions in this 
country by playing the race card, 
via the issue of immigration. \— 
“We believe that fair and effective 
control of immigration is not only 
what the people of Britain want, 
but that it would also be good for 
race relations”, he declared. 

In a manner not 
dissimilar to the 
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British National Party and other right-wing anti- 
immigration parties, Kilroy-Silk attempts to portray his 
views as not contentious in themselves, but as part of 
the battle against a perceived over-emphasis on political 
correctness. “We will not be intimidated from expressing 
legitimate anxieties about immigration by fear of being 
labelled ‘racist’ by the ignorant. We will not be deterred 
from airing real grievances by being smeared 
‘xenophobic’.” 

Kilroy-Silk is no stranger to hitting the headlines for 
the wrong reasons. Early this year he sparked 
controversy over an inflammatory Sunday Express 
column that condemned the Arab people as “limb- 
amputators and women repressors”. The furore led to 
the BBC suspending his daytime chat show and he 
resigned shortly afterwards. 

The Crown Prosecution Service launched an investiga- 
tion with a view to pressing charges but announced at 
the end of July that it could not establish that Kilroy-Silk 
had intended to stir up racial hatred. It did however add 
that the article, entitled “We Owe Arabs Nothing”, was 
insulting and abusive to Arab people. 

Kilroy-Silk remained unrepentant but insisted that he 
was not racist. 

With no day job left to go to, Kilroy-Silk re-entered the 
political arena, having served as a Labour MP in the 1980s. 
This time he was attracted to the UKIP becoming the 
figurehead in its campaign for the June elections, in which 
he won an East Midlands seat in the European Parliament. 

While the UKIP’s success in June hit many parties 
hard, its effect on the BNP was more than evident. 
There can be no doubt that had the UKIP not done so 
well, the BNP might have won seats in Europe. 

The UKIP and the BNP ostensibly present very 
different faces but are trying to occupy similar 
ground in order to steal protest votes from 

one another. The European Parliament is a 
hated institutions for both parties, yet both 
covet seats in Brussels. Earlier this year 
the BNP realised that its success in this 
area was dependent upon UKIP weakness. 
This explains the BNP’s prolonged smear 
campaign aimed at discrediting the UKIP 
in any way possible. At the beginning of 
the year, the BNP said, “we must work 
non-stop to make sure that we are seen as 
the only true and credible anti-EU 
political party”. 
We are now seeing the flip side of this. 
The BNP has had no success in stealing 
the anti-EU crown from the UKIP. 
But the UKIP has found that it now 
needs an extra edge to broaden its 
appeal and have any impact on issues 
at home that are prominent in the 
concerns of the electorate. If it cannot 
address problems such as asylum and 
immigration, there will always be a 
section of its potential voters who 


